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To the Rea DIE R. 


MI: fear that theſe Additional 


Notes may fallinto ſome hands, 
which for want of ſufficient acquam- 
tance with th? larger Volume, may 
miſs receiving the deſired fruit from 
them, hath ſuggeſted the affixing this 
Auttarium of two plain, intelligible 
diſcourſes, the one prepared for an Audi- 
tory of the Clergy , the other of Ci- 
tizens or Laity, and ſo containing 
ſomewhat of uſetul advice for either 
ſort of Readers, to whoſe hands this 
Volume /hall come. That it may be to 
bath proportionably profitable , ſhall 
be the prayer of 


Your Servant inthe Lord, 


H. HAMmoNvD. 


THE 
PASTORS MOTTO. 


————— 
—— 


A Sermon Preached to the Clerey 
of the Deanery of Shorham in 


Kent , at the Viſitation between Eaſter 
and Whitſuntide, An. Dom. 1639, held 
at S, Mary-Cray. | 


2 CoxKk:. 13. 14. 
For I ſeth not yourr, but you. 


27 His Text hath ſomewhat ia it /ea- 
| ſonable both for the hy ns 
and the rimes T ipeak in; For t 
firſt, Tt is the word, or Motto of an 
Apoſtle, Non veſtra ſed wos, not 
yours but you, tranſmitted ro us with his Apo- 
ſtleſhip, to be tranſcribed not into our rings, 
or ſeales of Orders, but our hearty, there, if you 
pleaſe, ro be 5ngraven with a diamond, ſet as 
the ſftoxes in our Ephod, the jewels in our breſt- 
plate, glorioully legible to all that behold us. 
And for the 24 conſider but the occaſion, that 
extorted from otr hamble Saint this fo ma- 
gnificent elogie of himſelf, you ſhall find ic that 
which is no ſmall part. of che s»felicity of 
his ſ#cceſſors at this time, the contempr and 
vileneſs of his miniſtery , 2 (ad, joyleſs ſubjeRt 
of an Epiſtle, which wou!d have been all ſpent 
in ſuperſtruttion of heavenly doftrine upon that 
A 3 pretiqus 
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pretious foundation formerly laid, in dreſſing 


of thoſe noble plants, that generous wine, 1/. 5. 
that had coſt him ſo much care to plant, but 
is fain to divert from that to a comsfortleſs 
mpte2v, a parentheſis of two or three chapters 
long, to vindicate himſelf from preſent dan- 
ger of being deſpiſed, and that even by his 
own children whom he had begotten in the 
Goſpel, bur other pſendo's made up all 
of lying, and depraving, had debanch'd out of 
all reſþe& to his doftrine, or eſtimation to his 
perſon. I ſhould haye given a S. Pavl leave to 
have hoped for better returnes from his Co- 
rinthians, and now he finds it otherwiſe to have 
expreſs'd that ſenſe in a ſharper ſtrain of paſſion, 
and indignation, than T xllie could do againſt 
Antonie, when on the ſame -exacerbation he 
brake out into that font piece of eloquence, 
guid putem ? comtemptuumne me ? non video quid 
ſet in moribis aut vita mea , quod deſpicere 
poſit Antoniza, But there was another con- 
federation, which as it compoſes our Apoſtles 
yle, ſo it :nlarges it with arguments , all that 
he can invent, tO zxgrariate himſelf unto them, 
becauſe this contempe of their Apoſtle was a 
moſt heynous proveking fin, and withal, that 
which was ſure to make his Apoſt leſhip ſncceſ- 
leſs among them; And then though he can 
contemne reputation, reſpet}, any thing that is 
his ow», yet hecannot the quero vos, /ecking of 
them, that office that is infiruted him by Chriſt, 
of bringing Corinthians to heaven ; Though 
he can abſolutely expoſe his credit ro all the 
Eagles and Vultures on the mountains, yer can 
he not fo harden his bowels againſt his converts, 
their pining, gaſping ſouls, as to ſee _ 
Wit 
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with patience poſting down this precipice ; by 
deſpiſing of him, proſtituting their own /al- 
vation ; And therefore in this extarich fir of 
love and jealoufie in the beginning of c, 11. 
you may ſee him reſolve to do that, that was 
moſt contrary to his diſpeſption, boaſt, and 
vannt, and play the foole, give them the whole 
frapedie of his love, what he had done, and 
ſuffered for them, by this means to raiſe them 
our of that pir, force them our of that he/, 
that the contempt of his- miniftery had almoſt 
ingulph'd them in. And among the many to- 
pickes that he had proyided to this purpoſe , 
this is one he thought moſt fir to 5»ſff on, his 
#0 deſogn on any thing of theirs, but onely their 
ſonles, Their wealth was petty, inconfiderable 
pillage, and ſpoile for an Apoſtle in his warre- 
fare, too poor, inferior gaine for him to ffoop to; 
A flock, an army, a whole Church full of 
ranſomed ſoales , terch'd out of the Fawes ofthe 
Lion and the Beare, was the onely howonrable 
reward for him to pitch deſigne on, Non quero 
veſtra fed wos , I ſeeh not.yowrs, but you. 

In handling which words, ſhould I allow 
my ſelf licence to obſerve , and mention to you 
the many changes that are r#xg upon them in 
the world, my Sermon would turn all into Sa- 
gre, my diſcourſe divide it ſelf not into fo 
many parts , but into ſo many declamations, 
1. Againſt them that are neither for the vos 
nor veſtra, the you, nor yours. 2, Thoſe that 
are for the veſtra, but nor ves, the youre bur 
ot you, 3. Thoſethar are for the vos, you, bur 
in /#bordination to the veſtra, yours, and ar laſt 
perhaps meet with an haxdfull of gleanings of 
paſtors , that are either for the veſtra, yours, 
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in ſubordination to the vos, you, or the vos, you, 
but not weſtra, yours. Inſtead of this /eoſer 
variety , I ſhall ſer my diſcourſe theſe fri&# 
limits, which will be juſt che do&rine and »/e 
of this rext, 1. Conſider the 7d pyToy, the rrurh 
of the words in S. Pauls praftice. 2. The 74 
ac3ey, the end for which they are here mentio- 
»ed by him. 3. The 73 521x% how far that 
prattice, and that end will be imitable to us, 
that here are now aſſembled, and then I ſhall 
have no more to temper or imporiune your pa- 

grences 
Firſt of the firſt, S. Panls praftice in ſeck< 
3ng of the vos, you. That his earneſt purſuit 
of the good of his auditors ſouls, though it haye 
one very competent reſtimonie from this place, 
V. I5. indi Semvn( *» itdammdnouel 
waie F Afvyay vw, moſt willingly will T ſpend 
and be ſpent for your ſoules, even ſacrifice my 
ſoul for the ſaving of yours, yet many other 
places there are, which are as punttual and'ex- 
at for that, as this in this rexr, nay *cis but a 
Cams ſeek here, but you ſhall findic an aquyi- 
Coun contend] in many other placesFall the ago- 
mſtical phraſes, in uſe among the antient 
Grecians, cull'd ont, and ſcattered among his 
Epiſtles, ferch*'d from Olympme to Sion, trom 
Athens to Jeruſalem, and all little enough to 
expreſs the earneſt holy violence of his toul in 
this xga3s dyav, good fight; he calls bis miniſte- 
rie, running and wreſt lizg with all the diffical- 
zies inthe world, and no Gegfatoy or a3n0y price, 
or reward of all that i»duſtrie, and that patience, 
but onely the vs, you, gaining ſo many colo- 
nies to heaven. But then for the no» veſtra, 
pot yours, his abſolute aiſclaimirg of all p43 
or 
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for this his ſervice , this text and the verſes 
abaut it are more punual, than any that are 
to be met with ; In other places he can think 
fit the Sowldier, i. e. miniſter, (hould not war 
at his own charges, that the oxes month ſhould 
not be muzx<led, and that the labowrer ſhould 
be thought worthy of his reward, and a double ho- 
nor for ſome of thoſe labonrers, the aeprrina, 
elder brothers portion, the privilege of pri- 
mogeniture for ſome, and that conſiſting not 
onely in 2 ayozne precedence, but I1im\Ff mus 
double honour, 1 Tim.5. 17. and that of main- 
zenance too, as well as digniry. Burt in this 
chapter to thele Corinthians the Apoſtle re- 
nounces receiving , or looking after any ſuch 
revenue, or incouragement to his Apoſtieſhip, 
what he ſaith here, s G4-w, 1 ſeek not, for the 
preſent, he ſpecifies both for rime paſt and to 
come, % xaTwaptnCa, I have not, v. 1g. and 
s x&mavupxiow, 1 will not , v. 14. 1, e. faith 
Heſychins, taat beſt underſtood the Helleniſts 
dialeft, xamevagzn(a, ibagw , it henifies to lay 
burthens on others, and the Apoſtle in that very 
word. v, 16. # zarebagn(a vuas, 1 have not laid 
weights on you , and yet farther, v- 17. # 
wnemirmCe, 1 have not coveted, all to this 
fame purpoſe, that S. Paul, on ſome ſpecial 
conſiderations, would never finger one penny 
of the Corinthians wealth, but ill uſed ſome 
other means to /#ſtain himſelf, that he might 
be ſure not to be burthenſome tro them, What 
theſe means were , will not be eafie to ſay ex- 
atHy , yet I think one may colle& them to be 
one or more of theſe three. 1. Labouring with 
his own hanas, earning his maintenaxce on the 
week daies by his trade of making tents, as we 

read, 
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read, As 18. 3. and that particularly at 
Corinth. v. 1. 2%, Receiving penſions of 
other Churches, which furniſh'd him with a 
ſubſiſtence , though he had none from Corinth, 
and that is more than a conjeftare, he men» 
tions it himſelf, c. 11.8. and cals it the robbing 
of other Churches, taking wages of them to do 
you ſervice, and perhaps, 3%, Being releeved 
by ſome Chriftians, that accompanied and mi. 
»iſtred to his neceſſities; for that was the prattice 
of other Apoſtles, whar@ver it was of S, Pant; 
and that I conceiye the meaning of that miſtaken 
phraſe, 1 Cor. 9.5. bave we not power, d4>ghv 
y nude aftrtyeryy, to carry about a beleeving or 
4 ſiſter woman, or matron ( for ſo «Ftagds 4 
brother, is every where « beleever, and «Sagd 
ſefter is bur the var1ing the gender, or ſex) 
a many others did, to maintain and defray 
the charge of their jo#rney, that ſo they might 
ata *g3a72c3 au, V. 6. forbear working, and yet eat 
and drink, v. 4. not ſtarve themſelves by 
preaching the Goſpel, Such an one was Phebe, 
Rows. 16, 1. who therefore is called 21dyoy©, 
a ſtrvant ef the Church of Centhrea, i. e. one 
that out of her wealth, Jiyxives miniftred 
zothe Apoſtles, and ſuft ained them, and par- 
ticularly S. Paul at Corinth, as will appear, 
if you pur together that ſecond verte of Rom. 16, 
and the date or /ubſcription in the concluſion 
of the Epiſtle. Inv. 2. ſhe is called regains 
TIAGy x, Urs iyus, Teams y 1,6. Tote en- 
tertainer and ſuccourer of many, and of S, Paul 
himſelf, and this it ſeems at Corinth, for there 
ſhe was with him, and from thence ſhe went on 
S. Pau's errand, to carry this Epiſtle to the 
Remaners, as *tis in the ſubſcription, The ſame 
he 


" - —"_ w 


The Paſtors Motto. 7 


he affirmes diſtinfly of the brethrey, i. e. the | 
faithful that came from Macedonia, vgipnua 

{8 FegoaremAigw(, av » C. It. 9. they ſupplied my 

wants. And fo fill the Corinthians had the 

Goſpel for nothing ; By theſe three means, the 
Apoſtle kept himſelf from being b#rthenſome to 

them, Bur you will wonder perhaps why S. 

Pant was fo favonrable to thele Corinthians, 

ſo ftriftly and almoſt ſaperſtitionſly careful not 

to be burthenſome, or chargeable to them : 

This I confeſs was a receding from a right of his 
Apoſtleſhip , and more than will be ob/sg atory oft 
exemplary to us, nay more than he would 

yeeld to, as matter of preſcription to himſelf, 

in other Churches, for there, *tis apparent, he 

made ufe of that privilege ; But then *tis ſtill 

the more ſtrange, he did it not at Corinth; The 

reaſon I can but greſs at to be this ; The Church 

of Chriſt in ether parts at that time, particu- 

larly in Jer»ſalem, was in ſome diſtreſs, and 

*ﬀwas committed to S, Panls truſt to get a con- 
tribution out of all other parts for them ; This 
contribution is called by an w»uſnal phraſe, 

x8eus grace, I know not how many times, in 

c. 8. of this Epiſtle , which I conceive the yery 

word, which in Latize and Engliſh is called 
charity, charitas, am + ya&@r@ (in a ſenſe that 
Ariſtotle uſes yas, * Rhet,11.7,) and as ic” S's» 5 
is all one with wrvayie, v. 4. communication, .*",".3.. 
diſtribution, miniſtring to the Saivts, and as in 341 7 
the benedittion, We 127; grace, and votvwria come en: 
w21nion, are words of the like importance. 
Where by the way let me pur you in mind of 
one ſpecial part of the miniſters charge, where- 
eyer he officiates by doftrine, and by cheerful 
example, (by preaching the dxty and the benefits 


and 
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and ſetting them lively copyes of it) to raiſe up 
the charity of his people, and from that to ſee 
to the liberal proviſion of all thatare in wane 
in that place, yea and if need be, that ic over- 
flow its" own bankes ( if they be narrow) and 
extend to the watering of others allo, In the 
primitive times the Offertorie was the conſtant 
meanes of doing this, no man of ability eyer 
coming to the ſacrament without remembring 
the Corban, and out of that rreaſwry the Tegss 
or prieſt being inabled, * away amas ou ;eeig 
vn xnÞeuay were, became the common guardian 
of all that were in want ; The weight of which 
task was ſo great in the Apoſtles times, that 
they were fain to ercR a new order inthe Chnych, 
to aſſiſt them particularly in this, H1exorciy 70am - 
Cas, to furniſh tables, i. e. diſtribute mainte- 
#4nce out of that banke to all that were in xeed, 
AFt.6.2.1I wiſh heartily our care and our prattice 
may not fall too ſhort from ſuch a venerable 
example. Well , there being »eed, more than 
ordinary , at that time, for our Apeſte to 

uicken his Corinthians liberality to the poor 
brethren of other Churches, was the reaſon, I con- 
ccivey of his renouncing all part of their /iberali- 
ty himſel?, 3» flaming their charity by that means, 
ſhewing chem firſ# in himſelf a paterne and ex- 
ample of bounty, beſtowing the diviner food of 


their very ſoules upon them, as freely as the /#x 


exteads his beames, or the ſtars their influence, 
pouring down heaven upon them. in a ſhower, 
and ye: to exceed the clouds in their bounty , 
never thinking of any means to exhale from 
them to his own ſphere any the leaſt erib»te our 
of their fatneſs, abundantly ſatisfied, if thoſe 
cleds, that have been fo inrich'd by him, will 
melt 
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melt or ſwet out ſome of their charity to others, 
give poor Chriſtians leave to be the better for 
their fulneſ#. Having given you an account of 
the Apoſtles prattice in this non veſtra, ve- 
nouncing, diſclaiming any profit , or gain from 
his /aborrrs among the Corinthians, I proceed 
to enquire , why he boaſts of it in this place, 
and keeps it not /ecrer betwixt himſelf and God, 
but in ſeveral phraſes mentions it over and over 
again, s xgTtragun(ay s xgTebdpnon, vx Indgo- 
rlxm(Ca, 1have not overcharged you, T1 have 
wot burthened you, I have not covered any thing 
from you, and « Sym, [ ſeek not yours. 

The plain cruthis, the Apoſtle is fain to boaſt, 
to recite, and reherſe his merits roward them, 
to demonſtrate how, above what ftrif duty 
exaed, he hath- obliged them, and all little 
enough to vindicate his miniſterie, to bring 
them into any tolerable opinion of him : He had 
been reproach'd by them, counted weak, a fool, 
in the former chapter, and by that means he is 
compelled thus to glory, v. 11. Thething that 
I would have you make matter of meditation 

from hence, is, the conſtancy of the devil, and 
his sxdefatigate perſeyerance in this grand 
ueYlein + mens, artifice of deceips, in 
ſtealing away mens hearts from their Apoſtles 
and Paſtors, and the mighty ſucceſsfulneſs 
that this meets with, debauching whole nations 
and Charches at once, particularly all Corierh, 
( a moſt nwwmerons populous city of forward 
Chriſtians, and Metropolis of Achaia) from 
all /ove, reſpe and eſtimation of their ſprritnal 
father, and that within few years after their 
ſpiritual birth , by that very Pan! begorten 
in the Goſpel. Thus is the preſent miniſtry <4 

enis 
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this Kingdome , that very ſame ſubordination 
of Biſhops, Preſbyters and Deacons, that ſo 
neer the Apoſtles, as-in /gnatius time , could 
not be” violated without profaneneſs, and even 
diſclaiming of Chriſtianity , ( by him moſt 
clearly and diſtinaly fer down almoſt in every 
of thoſe Epiſtles, which Vedelins at Geneva, a 
ſevere - Ariſtarchns, could not doubt but they 
were his ) that miniſtry of ours, the very ſame 
that planted the Proteſtant Religion among us, 
watered it with their blood, ( our Paxls and 
our Apollos's too) tro whom God by that pro- 
lifical teeming martyrdome of theirs, hath 
ſince raiſed up a moſt numerous, learned, Or- 
thodox ſeed , ready, I doubt not, in defence of 
our Rel:giox, to fill up the ſufferings of their 
fathers, to dy their garments in the ſame 
winepreſs, to run, if occaſion ſhould be, and 
croud into that fiery charter, and there like the 
antient emfa]a in Atheneus, fight, and ſhoot 
out of thoſe warme ſeats, x dywricedtar and 
contend earneſtly for that faith that was once 
delivered to the Saints in this kingdome : This 
ſo learned, puiſſant, Orthodox miniſtery of 
ours, yet how isit by the /onnes and daughters 
of their /ove, their ſwear, their prayers, their 
zeares, their lungs, their very bowels, ſorry am 
Itoſay, by ſome ſons of the very prophets, de- 
famed, and vilsfied ? 1 ipeak not this either to 
raiſe, or invenome any paſſion in my fellow- 
brethren, but, God knowes, out of two other 
more uſeful defignes, 1. From the common fate 
of others. and even this Apoſtle before us, te 
leave off wondring at this a&t of Gods provi- 
dence, in permitting , and Satans malice in 
attempting it, Think us not ſtrange, ſaith the 
V Apoſtle 
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Apoſtle, concerning the fiery trial, thisI cannot 
call by that rzz/e, 'ris rather the aery trial, a 
blaſt of poyſonous vepour , that Satas in a kind 
of hypocondriacal fir hath belch'd our againſt 
the Church, yet are we to think as little ſtrange 
of it; *Tis or wage for that month of hel to 
breath out ſmcke , as fire ; ſlaxders, as ſlangh- 
ters againſt the Church, Chriſt was defamed 
for a glutton, and one that had a devil, crown'd 
with repreaches, as well as thornes, firſt wown- 


ded with the ſword of the tongue, and then 


after with »ail/es ahd ſpeare, made v3ler, then 


Barabbas by the peoples cry, before condemned 
to the croſs by Pilate; And when the Maſter 
of the honſe hath been patient to be called Bel- 
zebub , well may a diſciple of his retinae di- 
oeſt the title; And therefore, me thinks, S. 
Paul can write it calmely,we are become, ws efer- 


xa Sdigwame 48 the off-ſconring, and muyrwy ejei- * 


4nue, 'tis a phraſe of mighty intimation, like 
a man, that in a plagwe-time is choſen out, 
the wvileſt, e——_— in the city, carried 
aboutin the guiſe of zaſtineſs, then whipe, then 
burnt ina ditch, or caſt into the ſea, every man 
giving him a | wvs aei{nwe, and yire xd Supe |] 
Let the curſe of the whole city light on thee ; 
And thus, faith the Apoſtle, are we become, we 
Apoſtles, we Miniſters ; Yea and yiaſov md 
xbopp % tyyinus » drypumusy, 4 [peftacle to 
the world and angels and men, YiaJoy the 
theatre for all the Snevpaxia nar aryomen, 
as ſome (I ſay not how wel)have lightly changed 
the phraſe, x Cor, 15. 32. combating with mey, 
as With lions, and beares, or elſe 34a)evwv, the 
ſage, and ſcene for the whole world of fiends 
and wey, to act theig trogedres vpn, and no 

manner 
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manner of newes in all this, Even among the 
heathen, the Grammariaxs tell us, that neyer 
any Comedy of Ariſtophanes took ſo well, as 
his Clouds, that was ſpent all in reproaching of 
Socrates, and under that title involyed the 
whole conditi6n of [carving ; Though through 
Alcibiades'® faQtion excidit, it miſcarried , 
milk its applauſe once or twice, yet wheri men 
were left to their own humors, 'twas cried up 
extremely. And therefore not to think it frange, 
that is the firſ# thing; Yea, and 2%, To make ir 
matter of rejoycing and triumphing, of a y ages 
x d2amuadts Mat. 5.12. a plain outing for 
107, or, as we render it, exceeding gladneſs, 
that they are worthy of this degree of Chriſtian 
preferment, to ſuffer ſhame for Chriſt name ; 
That woe of Chriſts we have been generally 
ſecure, and ſafe from, Lnk. 6. 26. Woe nnto 
yon when all men ſpeak well of you, we haye 
had in all ages friends good fore, that will not 
let this curſe light onus; And bleſſed be God, 
if it prove 5146s Fqam, we of the laſt age 
peculiarly , that thac great bleſſing is reſerved 
for, Mat. 5. 11. Maxderort Gray overÞiomway x. 
Siukom x, emi rev mvnegy pie » bleſſed are 
ye when men ſhall revile and perſecnte and ſay 
every evil word againſt you; But withall ler 
us be ſure to take along with us the 44 S2,ger 
falſely | that followes, that it be our innocence 
that is thus reviled : The devil is moſt ready to 
doitthen , being Lamps Tay adengay , ACK 


' ſer of the brethren, the beſt Chriſtians, that 


he may exerciſe rwo of his attributes at ofice, 
accuſer and lyer both; If he donot fo, I am 
ſure twill be ſmall matcer of rejoycing to us, 
ſmall comfort in /affering 4s 4 theef, ſaith the 


Apoftle 
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Apoſtle, though all joy in ſuffcring as a Chri- 
tian, atid ſo ſmall comfort in the 8yeSÞimvny 
being reproached unleſs the 44 Popgpor fallely] 
be joyned with it; And therefore you muſt adde 
that cartion to your comfort, that they be 
your good, at leaſt your juſtifiable deeds , that 
be evil ſpoken of , or elle it will nor be a fc 
prophertas, the prophets were uled like you. 
The Clergyman that in ſuch a time as this, when 
the month of hell is open agiinſt us, ſhall think 
fic to open any other month, to joyne in the cry 
againſt the Church, to give life, or tongue to 
any ſcandalous ſin; and et thit toits clamans 
de terra, crying from the ground ; that ſhall 
with any one real crime give authority to all 
the fal/e pretended ones, that are laid to the 
charge of ozr calling, that by dru»k-nxeſs or 
incontinence, by luxury or ſloth, by coverouſ- 
neſs or griping , by inſolence or pride, by 
oaths or uncomely jeſting, by contention or 
intemperate language, by repaying evil for 
evil, or rayling tor defamations, ſhall exaſpe- 
rate this raging humour , and give it true 
nouriſhment to feed on, what doch he but 
turn broiley and boutefew, make new libels 
againſt the Church, and by that means perſwade 
credulous, ſeducible ſpettators, that all are 
erue , that have beet made already ; I know 
not what c/imax or aggravation of woes 1s 
heavy enough tor that man, all the /amentations 
and SplwoSiaz in the Bible, Alas my brother | 
will not reach unto ic, that of the mi/ſtone about 
the neck, or the Melins fi nunquam naſcere- 
rur, it had been better sf he: had never been 
born | are the fitteſt expreſſions for him. S. Paul 
for the yindicating his miniſtery from vileneſs, 
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was fain to mention all the good deeds he had 
eyer done among them: O let not us bring our 
evil .to remembrance, by ating them over a- 
freſs, but think it moſt abundantly ſufficient, 
that we have already thus contributed to the 
defaming of our calling ; He that hath done fo 
formerly, that by the guilt of any one /canda- 
lows fin (and it need not be of the firſt magni- 
tude, to deſerve that title in a MMinifter ) hath 
contribured ought to the wvilifying of the 
whole Order, 'tis now time for him to ſee 
what he hath done, been a troubler of 1/- 
rael, let the whole bingdowe in an axi- 
moſity againſt the Clergy, and when will 
he be able ro weep enough in ſecret, to waſh 
out this ſtain, incorporate into the very woofe 
of our robe? I ſhall no farther aggravare the 
fin npon him, than to prepare him to ſeek 
out for ſome remeaie, and to that end to 
bear me company to my laſt particular, how 
far we are concerned in the tranſcribing 
S. Pauls pattern, how far that pra&ice, and 
that end is imitable by us, that are here 
aſſembled, 

This pratGtice conſiſts of two parts, a poſitive, 
and a megative, The poſitive part of this 
prattice, the amd vuas, but you | hathnocaſe 
of {cruple or difficulty in it ; The Tow} are 
the Corinthians ſouls; As in other places the 
ſouls ſfignifie the perſons, lo many ſouls went 
out of e/Egypt, i, &. lo many men ; lo here, by 
way of exchange or quittaxce on the other fide, 
Jon, 1, e. your ſouls, according to that of Py- 
thagoras of old, 1 uy ov, thy ſoul i tho ; 
And then adde the Cum" / ſerch |] toit, and it 
gives you the ancontraditted duty of a Miniſter, 
to 
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to be a ſecker of ſouls, the ſpiritual Nimrod, 
the hunter before the Lord, hunter of men, hun- 
ter of ſonls, and that indeed as wild, and un- 
rtameable, ſubtle a game, as any wilderneſs can 
yeeld, ſo anwilling to come into our roles, fo 
wiſe in their generation to eſcape our ſnares, (o 
cunning to delxude all our ſftratagems of bring- 
ing them to heaven, that a man may common» 
ly labour a whole night and catch nothing. 
He that winneth, or taketh ſouls # wiſe, ſaith 
the wiſe man, Prov. 11. 30, A picce of wiſ- 
dome 'cis, not ſuddenly learn*d, a game, wherein 
all the wiſdome of the world, the Gzoynas Cagnds, 
the prudence of rhe fleſh, and the cunning of 
hell are all combin'd in the party againſt us, for 
this eupiofiriua $17 x) Soruoror, as Syneſirs 
calls the /oul, this take betwixt God and de- 
vils; and the game muſt be yery carctully 
play'd, and dexterouſly managed on our ſide, 
if we chink ever to wiz it out of their hands. 
The manner of paſtors, as of ſhepherds among 
us, is much changed from what it was in the 
Eaſtern parts of the world, in Greece and in 
Farie ; The farep, ſaith the Philoſopher in bis 
time, would be lead by a green bough, and 
follow whitherſoever you would have them; 
and fo in the Scripenre is (till mention of /ea- 
ding of ſheep, and of the people like fhrep, 
P/ſal. 77. but now they muſt be driven and 
followed, yea, and ſometime by worrying 
brought into the fo/d, or elſe there is no get- 
ting them into the faireſ# lovelyeſt paſture. 
The /rep were then a hearing, and a di/cer- 
ig ſort of creatures, could hear the 
ſhepherd, and know his woice from all 
others, and when the theef and robber came, 
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the ſheep did not hear them, Joh. 10.8, bur 


now 'tis quite contrary , either not heariyg at 
all; profaneneſs and diſſolutexeſs bath poſleſs'd 
our ſoules with the md wo. yamevutews , ſpirit 
of ſlumber, torpor, abſolute deafneſs, that all 
our hearing of Sermons is but a amber of ſuch 
a continuance, orelie having no cares for any 
bur the theef and robber, if any come on that 
errand, to rb us of our charity, of our obedi- 
exce, of our meek, and quiet ſpirits, and 1n- 
fule calnmnies, animoſities, railings, qualities 
that ipſo fatto work metamorphoſes in us 
change ſheep into wolves, his voice ſhall be 
heard, and admired, ard derfied, like Herods, 
the voice of God and not of man, though no- 
thing be ſo contrary to God or god!yreſs, as 
that voice. Inthis and many other confidera- 
tions itis, that the Cys { ſeck | here is 10 
neceſlary; All our paines ard induſtry, dili- 
gence and ſagacity are little enough, to bring 
men into the true way to heaven, ſo many 
by-wayes on every fide inviting, and flattering 
us out of it, ſo much good company per/wading , 
nay ſo many falſe leaders direting us into error, 
that a Miniſter had need faſten himſelf into the 
ground (like a Mercaries polt in this diviſion 
of waies ) and never leave hollowing, and calling 
and ai/abnſing of paſſengers with a— Thu us 
the way, walk init, or inthe Apoſtles words, 
Fellow peace with all men ( d wyrre purſueard 
follow it ) and holyneſs , without which no man 
ſhall ſee the Lord; Peace ard holyneſs, wo 
luch ſtrangers, ſuch proargies in the world, 
( having taken their leaves fo ſolemrely with 
Aſtrea tor heaven) that unleſs they be follow- 
ed with a cums full ſpeed, as in an hue and cry, 
there 
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there is ſmall hope ef overtaking or bringing 
them back again tothe earth, And yet with- 
out them, heaven muſt be fain to turn an #nhab:i- 
rable part of the world, pars globi incognita, as 
empty of Saints, as it is full of glory, withour 
them Nemo Deum, no man ſhall ſee God, 
Could I imagine it poſſible for me to be 5- 
ſtrumental to you in this work, to adviſe or 
dire you in this courſe, this method of 
ſecking your peoples ſouls, ſo that God might 
one day find them in this remper, in pace & 
Sanftitate, in peace and holyneſs, 1 ſhould pur 
off all the reverence, that I bear to this aſſem- 
bly, all conſideration of the b»fineſs of this day, 
and venture to be xnſeaſonable that T might 
be »/eful to you in thi point ; Bur I know 
there be no gereral rules, that can promiſe 
themlelyes ſuch a ſucceſſefulneſs; the variety 
of rempers muſt have different accommodations, 
and well if afcer uling of a/{ means, we can be 
able to ſave any. The way molt probable in 
my Cconceipt is the bringing men acquainted 
with the difference betwixc the firſt and ſecond 
Covenant; then pitching on the ſecond, as thar 
that belongs to us Chriſtiavs, to ſhew them 
the condition of this covenant in the groſs , 
the vu mos, law of faith, made up of 
commanas as well as promiſes all the Goſpel- 
precepts that joyne togecher to complete that 
Coagex, that law of Repentance , ſelf-denyal, 
Charity, the New creature, Which S. Paul in- 
rerprets T1 eyepyuutyn Ply & 1471S Faith con- 
ſummate by love, or, as S. James, Texeusuiyn 
I igqwy, perfetted by workes, ſincere, impariial, 
conſtant, though not #»n/inning, perfeft obedi- 
ence; And then, if you will have it in the 

P; I retaile, 
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retaile, the Sermon in the mount, in the 5* 
and 6* of Mathew will give it you coms- 
pletely ; were men but poſleſs'd that thoſe du- 
ties there mentioned, with the ego autem, but 
Tſay to you | were duties indeed not onely 
phraſes, and formes of ſpeech, that they are 
not onely by grace made poſſible to a Chri- 
ſtian ( an eape yoke, light burthen , and a 
command nigh wnto thee, Roms, 10. S. i. Cc. is 
uTizgyr, as the 72. render that place of 
Denteron. from whence *tis cited) but alſo moſt 
indi/penſibly neceſſary , without which nemo 
Deum, none ſhall ſee God, Gods oath being gohe 
out again(t all others, with a »unguam introbunt, 
they (hall never enter into his reſt. It would, 
I conceiye , within a while be found zeceſſary 
either to give over pretending toward heaven, 
or elſe ta obſerye thoſe peſſes, that alone of all 
others can bring us thither ; and ſo the world 
of Chriſtians be once more divided, as Epi- 
phanius laith it was in the firſt ages, not into 
Orthodox and heretical ( for thole are titles, 
that every man will applie as he /:ſs, the one 
to himſelf and his adherents, the other to all 
others that he 4;/phanſies :) nor again into ſpi= 
ritual and carnal, (for thoſe were abuſed too 
in Tertullians time, as ſoon as eyer he turned 


- Alontaniſt, then (iraic os [pirituales, we 


ſpiritual, andall others animales pſychics, meer 
animal men ) but into evor2es »} doxfeis, goaly 
and #ngcaly livers, and fo impiery, injuſtice, and 
uncharitableneſs be the grand herefies, to be 
anathematized, and peace and holyneſs the moſt 
Orthodox Chriſtian tenets in our Religion, 
Bur then for the atchicving this aime, let me tell 
you, that men muſt haye more than Sermons 
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to lead them, the viſble preachings of your 
lives muſt owsgysy cooperate, and joyne in the 
work of drawing ſinners to God, or elſe *twill 
hardly prove ſucceſſeful : you know the tory 
in Gell:z, when that excellenr counſel was 
oiven at Lacedemon by one that was vita 
defamatiſſimus, infamous tor a very il'life, they 
were to take the counſel out of his mouth, and 
appoint a good man to deliver it, though a worſe 
Orator, Lib. 18. 3. Two things the Goſpel 
was firſt planted by, reaching, and miracles, 
and thoſe miracles in Scripture phraſe are cal- 
led workes , and mighty workes ; Now though 
the miracles be outaated, yet the %yza workes, 
in the other ſenſe mult never be antiquated, *cis 
they that the Suraws power belongs to, the 
efficacy , and force and mightyneſs of our 
preaching, Which if it be not added co our Ser- 
90n.s, our threats will be taken for Mormo's, 
our promiſes for deluſions, our exhortations 
out of Scripture for as of tyranny and oppreſ- 
fron, laying thoſe barthens on other mens ſhoul- 
ders,which we will xot tourh with our own fingers, 
Bnt if our /ives beare witneſs to our doftrine, 
by letting them ſee us write thoſe copies with 
our own hands, which we require them to 
tranſcribe, then as Polybins faith of Philopemen, 
that good Orator, and good man, (and the good- 
neſs of the man was the ſpecial peece of his 
oratory ) s wivov amrgimu ane val megeud y 
we ſhall net onely perſwade but inforce our 
auditors ; This is the onely honeſt way of 5- 
ſinuating our ſelves into our peoples affeftions, 
by letting them ſee how hearty our exhortations 
are, by our zeale to obſerving them onr ſelves, 
by ſhewing what miracles of reformation the 

Goſpel 
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Goſpel is able to work on them; by an eſſay of 
its efficacy On our own breaſts; And if this po- 
ſrtive part of S, Pauls prattice be perfely 
con'd, the negative Will follow, the nex veſtra 
ot yours.) He that heartily and affetionarely 
ſerks the ſouls of his axdirors, Will never 
pitch deſign on any thing elle, that is chesrs, the 
crown that belongs to him that couverteth ma- 
»y to righteouſneſs, is toorich to receive luſter 
or commendation from any inferior acceſſion, 
or acquiſition treom any thing that the veſtra 
yours] can fignifie; He that hath any cenfi- 
deration of the veſtra, yours | in this work 
of a Paſtor, is the pwudtons, the mercenary 
bireling , that Chriſt lo prejudiceth with the 
od yer and & MAH aerbamwy, he flyes, and he 
cares not for the ſheep, from no other topick_ 
of proote, but onely, #n won, becanſe he ts 
an hireling, Joh. 10. 13. Andof what ill con- 
ſequence *rwas foreſeen this would be in the 
Church, you may conjeQure by that one a&t 
of the adminiſtration of Gods providence in 
this behalf, conſtantly obſeryable through all 
ages. That no Ainiſter of Gods might be 
forc'd touch wiler ſubmiſſions, driven out of 
that Apoſtolical, generous ingenuity ( Freely 
have you received, freely give, ) into Gehez4's 
meanneſs, and mercenarineſs , ſelling and bar- 
tering that ſacred funttion, the gifts of the 
boly Ghsft. or the exerciſe of chole gifts; it 
1s, no doubt, that Gods providence hath in all 
ages fo liberally provided for endowing of the 
Church, Among that people where he bim- 
ſelf ſo immediately preſided, that, faith Fo- 
ſephus, it could not be called by the ſtyle of 
any other natjon , monarchie, ariſtocracy , 
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but Scozpeleia, neither adminiſtred by Kings or 
Senates, but immediately by God himſelf ; there 
the Levires, without any of their own arts or 
purſuits, were much the richeſt Tribe of the 
twelve, loſt nothing by having no portion among 
their brethren ; Not co meation their parts in 
ſacrifices and «offerings , and their fourty eight 
cities With /ubarbs, made oyer to them, Num. 
35. the Lords being their sxheritance, i. EC. 
the inſtating the tithes upon them, was demon=- 
ſtratiyely as large a revenue ro them, as (ſup- 
poling an equal diviſion) the remainder could 
be to any other Tribe, yeaand larger too, as 
much as the rewelve rexth parts which they re- 
ceived, exceeded the nine, that remained to 
each Tribe after the decimation, i. e, by one 
third part of what was left roany Tribe. And 
among Chriſtians inthe infancy of the Church, 
before the miniffery was indowed with any 
certain portion, yet ſure the yorvavie of azar, 


the Chriſtians ſelling their layds, and bringing ' 


the price of them to the Apoſtles feet, though 
not for them to incloſe, yer for them to partake 
of, as well as to diſtribute , kept them from any 
neceſſity of the qutero veſt ra, ſecking that which 
was other mens. Nay where that proviſion was 
not to be expected, as in their rravailes, and 
1 Lye the ſtaff and the ſcrip are iuter= 
dicted the Apoſiles, Mat. 10. 10. and under 
thoſe rwo phraſes, the qrero veſtra, the ma- 
king any gaix by the Goſpel, the ſtaff in that 
place was according to the caſtome of the Jewes, 
baculus paupertatrs, the ſtaff of poverty, which 


Facob intimates , when he ſaith, with my ftaff 


1 went over Jordan, i. e, in anther phraſe, 4 
poor Syrian ready to periſs, particularly p28 &- 
Flay 
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Aw; the ſign of a HMendicant, ( which the 
Germans call at this day, baetell ſtab, from the 
Greek array, this begging or craving ſtaff) 
and this, with the /crip, was forbidden the 
Apoſtles in S. Matthew, though in Markes 
relation, another kind of ſtaff, the ftaff for 
travaile be permitted them; To ſhew Gods 
abſolute diſlike of the quero veſtra] in Apoſtles, 
even before any certain proviſion was made for 
their maintenance, God, that feeds the young 
ravens, fultains the deſtitute (and beleeve it, 
his Exchequer is no contemptible banke, his ta- 
ble in the wilderneſs is ſerved with quailes and 
manna) undertaking to provide for them ſuffi 
ciently by. ſome other means; And fince by 
that ſame providence the Church is now indowed 
again in woſt parts of Chriſtendome, and Gods 
ſevere denunciations againſt ſacrilege ſet as 
an hedge of thornes about Levi's portion, ſure 
to prick , and feſter, and raevkle in his fleſh, 
that ſhall dare to breake in upon it, what is this 
but ill a continued expreſſion of Gods diſlike 
otthe guero veſtra, who hath therefore made 
over his own portion on us, that therewith we 
might be contented, and provided for, with- 
out the "acovarlciy, v.17. Without letting looſe 
our hands, or our appetites on other mens poſ- 
ſeſſions? Youlce then, by the way, the error of 
thoſe, that from this prattice of the Apoſtle are 
ready. to preſcribe us abſolute poverty, that 
will have all the lawfull proper revennes of the 
Church prohibited, under the veſtra, and then 
claiming of riches or any other Eccleſiaſtich. 
indowment {hall get under that ſtyle, and the 
Apoſtles non quero] urged for a preſident a- 
gainft us; with how little /aw, or /egick you 
will 
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will perceive, when you remember, that the tith, 
or what elfe is conſecrated, is by the very /awes 
of thus kingdome (to derive the pedegree no far- 
ther ) as much the Miniſters own, held by the 
fame tenure of Donation firſt, then of Parlia= 
mentary confirmation, that any mans inheritance 
deſcends unto him, and therefore to demand 
them, is no more a quero veſtra, than to de- 
wand a rent of a tenant, in a word, a dire 
mea, not veſtra, 2 right, and not a grataity. 
Nay the /earned Jewes have gone farther (R. 
Bechai on Dent. 14.) that it the rich be not 
' paid, the whole heap becomes Gods portion » 
and cite it as a ſpeech of Gods, that if rhow 
pay the tithe it 1s thy corn, if not, it is Gods 
corn, and therefore, ſaith he, it is ſaid, Hof. 11, 
9. therefore 1 will return and take away my 
corn in the time thereof, and my wine in the 
ſeaſon thereof ; like that /and that is held in ca- 
pite, with a rent reſeryed, the non-payment of 
the rene, or homage, is the forfeiting of the 
tenure, Bur I defire not to follow this Few in 
his meditation , but rather to come home to 
our ſelves, and not onely to interditt our (elyes, 
the quero veſtra, but even regulate us in the 
quero noſtra, purge out of this aſſembly whate 
ever may ſayour of the ew, all griping, or 
rigor , or ſowreneſs, or ſummum jus, even in 
the quero noſtra, ſething that that us onr own. 
To this purpoſe in the firſt place not to ſeeb al 
that is 0#r own; Though *rwere not a fault in 
the Lay-Phariſee, Mat. 23.23. Amdergnime 
nMVoowr, topay tithe of cumin, and the ſmalleſt 
herbe, yer perhaps ic may be in the Prieſt to 
require it ; A fault not of injuſtice, or the 
quero veſt ra , but of ſordidneſs, and meanene/s 

; in 
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Ew. 4.1. in the quero mea: Ariſtotle I am ſure would 


condemne ic under that ſtyle of gud wAol, 
yM%ep?, xiuPine;, too much pooreneſs and re- 
»#ity of mind, Tj S591 innerrerry F Is dwoFiay 
*x inlsdary though not in deſiring other mens, 
the quero veſtra in the text, yer in want, or 
defeft of that Liberality, ingenuity, that is re- 
quired of che moral man, which he there 
{pecifies by the xuwromnpigns, exattneſs even to 
the partition of a Cumin ſeed, a fault, if ob. 
ſeryable in a heathen, then ſure cenſwrrable 
in a Chriſtian, and in a Ainiſter vile, and 
ſcandalous. When this is reſolved- againſt in 
the firſt place, as sUiiberal, degenerous and 
beggerly, contrary to that generoſity, and ſupe- 
riority of mind, that our profeſſton ſhould be 
thought to 5nfuſe into us. The exe thiog I 
muſt require of you in the quero mea, is a ge- 
neral #nconcernedneſs in the things of this world, 
wing the world as if we uſed it not, poſſeſſing 
the wealth we have, but not beine poſſe/s'd by ic 
(for then it turns our devil or familiar) as able 
to part With it at Gods call, as to receive it ac 
his gift, powring it out upon every his intima-= 
eion, ſeeking, and projetting for advantages to 
be the berter for this falſe Mammin, by be- 
ing rich in good works, and when we ſee ic a 
parting from us of its own accord, taking a 
cheerful unconcerned leave of it, retaining fo 
much of the Sceprick , as the drogZia amounts 
O, an untroubledneſs with theſe inferior events, 
and of the Stoick, or wiſe man in Antonin, 
as & mltiy 7p, to alt no paſſionate, lug u- 
brious, tragical part, whateyer lecular prove- 
cation crols us on the ſtage. Then 3%, An 
extire contentedneſs with our lor, that my 
® 
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of the laſt commanament, which is abſolutely 


required to the non quero veſtra, or as our 
Apoſtle interprets himſelf, the &« inrorixmCe, 
not, as we render it, not making a gain, bur 
not deſiring, coveting any thing that is anc- 
there, To this purpoſe excellently Epifterus of 
old, that he that raſts, and carves to him- 
ſelf of thoſe diſhes onely, that are ſet before 
him, reaches not after choſe that are out of his 
diſtance , auns ovms $1ay ovumrnss is fit for 
a gueſt at Gods table, which you may make, 
it you pleaſe, a periphraſis of a Miniſter ; 
Did 1 not fear that this were a duty of too 
oreat perfettien for ſome of my anaitor:s, an 
unnſquiſque non poteſt capere , every one can-= 
mot receive it , Iſhould goon withthat divine 
Philoſopher, that he that abſtains from that 
which is ſer before him, contemnes that riches, 
that comes kyocking at his dore, & wovoy ovp= 
mms F Seay, aMXe Nah cunagyur, © not onely 
a gneſt at his board, but a companion un hu 
throne, and that is the prech, that I would 
commend unto you, if I might hope, you would 
indeavonr after it. But then 4, and /aſtly, 
the minimum quod fic , (that that I muſt not 
leave you till you have promiſed me, wraſtle 
. ruſt break, of day, except you will thus bleſs 
me) the /oweſt degree, that can be reconcile 
able or competible with an eApoſtle, is the 
not ſuffering your quero veſtra, your hope , or 
deſigne, of ſecular advantages, gaining of gra- 
tmities, gaining of applauſe, to have any the 
leaſt 5»flwuence on your preaching, to imtermixe 
never ſo little in your ſeeking of ſouls ; This 
zS the xymad'ey 3 AbGpv Ts Biz, daſhing, Or £9 
paſing rhe word of God, corrupting it with 

cur 
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our wwworthy mixtures, making it #nſtrumen- 
tal to our gain, or popmlarity, the meaneſt 
office, the vileſt ſubmiſſion in the world, I re- 
member a note of Procopize on 2 Kings, that 
Eliſha ſending his ſervant to cure the Shuna- 
mites child, forbids him to paſs any complement 
with any by the way ; Thad thought it had been 
for ſpeed, but he faith, 13S 73 graimwory if 
graofotia Thy SevuaTweuwey waver, he knew 
his popular humour, and that popularity hinders 
working of miracles; and then by the ſame 
reaſon we may conclude, that that muſt needs 
enervare the ward of God, and make it hart- 
leſs and liveleſs in our hands, and the 211- 
wiſter that is given to it, will hardly ever 
work wonders in the curing, or recovering of 
ſonls. Bur that ſervant you know had another 
fault, g1aeguela, deſire of money i 1 © ugnias 
pwnomns, the mother-city whence all wicked- 
neſs comes forth, ſaid Biox of old, and Timon 
puts them both rcogether, #2\nga x) p/0fof ie 
F x9x0y ixainy inſatiate love of wealth and 
honour are the elements of evill; and *is 
ſtrange to ſee how truely thoſe wiſe men were 
called vates, what Prophets they were, what 
dirett Satyres thole words of theirs are againſt 
the times we live in; Our &m2\1gz and giao- 
Iotie , covetonuſneſe and popularity, are the 
elements of all the rauine, the ſeeds of all the 
defolation that is threatned againſt this Charch, 
ſome of us by the nororious /candalous guilt of 
thoſe two crimes, rempring raſh, uncharitable 
ſpeRators to retolve that thoſe fins are the 
formalts ratio of a Clergy man, accidents of 
the eſſence, and inſeparable from the order 
( and *tis not the 5hogicalneſs of the _— 

rnat 
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that will excuſe them, that have joyned with 
Satan in temptation to make that conclu/;on, 
nor deliver us from the deftrution that followes 
it. Others of us on the contrary fide, but 
from the /ame principles, decrying all due eicher 
of maintenance, or reſpett to the Clergy, de- 
veſting themſelves of all , but contempe and 
drudgery, hoping (we have juſt reaſon to 
ſuſpet) by flying both to be courred by them 
both, to haye them more ſ#re at the rebound, 
than they can at the fall, to ru» from them 
here moſt »zo/ently, that they may have them 
alone to themſelves when they meet at the An- 
tipodes. What imprudent bargaines ſuch men are 
likely to make, if they ſhould be taken at their 
words ; what skittifh things popular beneves 
lence, and popular applanſe have been alwaies 
found to be, experience hath taught others. Ide- 
fire even they that make that choice may neyer 
pay ſo ater for that knowledge ; Burt whatever 
the error prove in the tranſitory commodities 
of this world, it matters little, for wealth and 
honour are, ſure, things, that we may go to hea- 
ven without, and ſo, for as much as concerns 
our individuals, are not neceſſary tO Us, as 
Chriſtians; yet can Inot afſure you, but that 
they are neceſſary to us in ſome degree as 
Ainiſters, wealth in a competence to relicue us 
from contempt; and reſpett, ar leaſt (o far, 
as a nequis te deſpiciat, let no man deſpiſe thee, 
to keep us from being utterly «profitable ; 
ſome revenue of our own, to keep us from the 
quero veſtra, and ſome anthority of our own, 
to inable us for the quero Vor, ſomewhar of 
either from the charaRer of our office, that we 
be not tempred to ſeck either by wnlawful 

means 
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means to purchaſe the veſtra, by the ſale of 


vos, to acquire the favour of our auditors by 
the expoſing of their ſouls, Think but how 
probable a fear this may be, when things come 
ro ſuch a complication, chat he that hath a ſ6 
to be preach'd agiinſt, hath a ben-volence to 
be preach'd for; he that hath a wound to be 
cured, is able to be thankful, if he may be 
kindly uſed, yea, and to malt the Chirurgion, 
if he be too rough, when he thac hath ſome- 
what to mend, hath allo ſom?whart to give, a 
commutation to eſcape his penance, whether this 
may not prove a temptation to him that hath 
no other {velyhood to depend on, and conſe- 
quently whether ra»k/ing and gaugrening, may 
not be look'd for, as an erdinzary title in our 
weekly bills, when the skinning of wounds is 
become the gainful craft, and compliance 
and popularity the great Diana, that trade by 
which men have their wealth, But per- 
haps the moſt of this is an extravagance, I 
wiſh and pray ic may proye an «neceſſary 
one. 

There is yet one branch of the application 
behind ; the end why S, Pau! delivered this 
text of mine, that I cold you was the vindicating 
his minſtery from contempt , the gaining ſome 
authority wich the Corinthians, And ler that 
be oxr method alſo, to come to that end by 
the x0» veſtra ſed vor, not' to acquire that 
thin blaſt of aire, that Camelions are wont to 
feed on, but that ſolid ſubſtantial eſtimution, 
that dwells onely in the account of God and 
the hearcs of true Corinthians ; That that 
may diſperſe choſe fum?s of prejudices, that 
Satan is won. to blaſt th: M{nifter with, 

When 
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&%hen aty ſaving effe& is to be wrought by 
his miniſtery, that unblemiſh'd reputation here, 
that when it is to be had, is a prerioms bleſſing, 
very inſtrumental to the edifying of others, 
and is a kind of coroxer here in thr life, pre= 
paratory to that crown hereafter ; And ſure 
there is no work of ours, that we can juſtly 
hope Ged will think fit to reward with ſuch 
a crown, but the ſincere labouring in the 
word and dofFrixe, filling our ſouls with the 
earneſt defire of ſaving others, eſpouling it as 
the ſole felicity of our lives, the one promo- 
ti0n that we aſpire to, to people heayen with 
Saints, to ſend whole colonies of inhabitants 
thicher, *'Twas the excellence and pride of 
the antient Jews, yea, and the craft peculiar 
to them, ſaith Fo/ephus, mmxvomumnu), getting 
of children, propagating miraculouſly, and the 
barren was the moſt infamous perſon amon 
them, Bebold I go childleſs, the ſaddeſt la- 
mentation, and Give me chilaren or elſe I ay, 
and Take away our reproach, moſt pathetical 
Scripture expreſſions ; yea, and among the Ro- 
mans the jus rrium liberorum, the right of 
three children, you know, what a prerogative 
it Was: This is our erade, my brethren, to 
beger children to heaven, and according to 
the Law of the Goel in Dent. now our elder 
| brother ( Chriſt )) is dead, we. are the men, 
who by right of propinquity are obliged to 
raiſe wp ſeed to our elder brather, O lec 
it not. be our reproach to go thus childleſs 
to our graver, at leaſt our guilt, and juſf 
accuſation to bereave our Saviour of that /eed 
he expeRts from us, you know what a /inze 
it was 6 repine at that duty; let not us be 
C '_ _ wanting 
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wanting to Chriſt in this ſo charitable a 
ſervice, charitable to Chriſt, that his blood 
may not haye been ſhrd in vain, charitable 
to others, whom we may by Gods bleſſing 
convert unto righteouſneſs, and the charity 
will at laſt devolve on oxr ſelves , wbo b 
this means ſhall dine as the brightneſs 
of the firmament , and as the ſtarres for 
ever and evir. 
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THE 
POOR MANS TITHING. 


DEurT. 26. 12,13. 


When thou haſt made an end of tithing all the 
tithes of thine encreaſe the third year —— 
_ thou ſhalt ſay before the Lord thy 
God-— 


Hat the firſt ſound of this text may 
not poſleſſe you with an _—_ 
tion of a Vicars plea, a diſcourſe 
of tithes, and quernlous inveRiye 
againſt ſacrilege; and conſe- 

quently by this prejudsce, your eares and hearts 

be fortified impenetrable and 5mpregnable a- 

gainſt the ſpeaker , and the Sermon ; that I 

may reconcile the chozſe of this cext with the 

imploring and hoping for yaur patience, I ſhall 
immediately deliver you from your fears, by 
aſſuring you, that tho main of this #ext is (and 
the toral of my diſcourſe ſhall be) bent quires 
toward another coaſt, that which in the ſince- 
rity of my heart, I conceive may beſt comply 


with your deſigner, either as Chriſtians, or 
| C 3 as 
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as wen, moſt tend to your ſerving of Chriſt, 
and enriching of your ſelves, with the in 
creaſe of your wealth here, and glory here- 
after, And when I haye told you this, I can 
not chooſe bur ſay, that I am your freend, 
and for that may claime not as an a& of fa- 
vorr, but juſtice, the payment of this debr, 
the return of your patience in receiving , 
and care in prattiſing what ſhall be deliye- 
red, 

There was a double tithing among the 
Jews, the every years tithing, and the third 
years tithing ; the every years tithing you 
know whole patrimonie it was; but after 
that was ſet apart (and preſented unto the 
owners) eyery third year there was another to 
be raiſed, over and aboye, for the ſtranger, the 
fatherleſs, and the widow, as you may lee it 
enacted, c. 14. v. 29. this was called by the 
Rabbines the ſecond tithing, and in another re- 
ſpe&t the third by ſome of them, (the rithe 
for feaſts, Dent. 14. 23. going for the ſecond, 
and the tithe of the tithes, which the Levzes 
paid the High prift, going for the foarth, 
in that account) bat moſt fgnificantly 
1} WWD the tithe for the poor, Moxodeugm 
in Joſephus the poor mans tithing, or in the 
words of this text, the complevers decimare 
anno tertio, the making an end of tithing the 
third year; Till this were done, there wanted 
a complevers, what ever other dues were paid, 
the work was incomplete, and upon the per- 
formance of thar, here is a ſtock of confidence 
toward God for him, that hath done it, a right 
inveſted on him to all the ab#»dance of Canaan, 
V- T5. a juſtifiable pretenſion to all remporal 
; OY bleſſings, 
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bleſſings, which he may depend on, and 
challenge at Gods hand, *cwere but a cold ext. 
preſſion to ſay, he might expeRt by pezirion, I 
will adde, he may require by claime, and pro- 
duce his parent for it here in my text, Cam 
compleveris, &c. When thou haſt made an 
end, &Cc. 

This text I have upon advice reſolyed not to 
divide into parts, but my diſcourſe upon it 
I ſhall, by ſerting it theſe bonds, and /imits, 
I. That it preſent unto you the duty off almes- 
giving , by occaſion of theſe words, Cm com- 
pleverts decimare anno tertio, when thou haſt 
made an end of tithing—the third year, 
2. The benefit ariſing from the performance of 
this duty , from the reſt, Dicas coram Domino, 
thew thou ſhalt or mayeſt ſay , i. e. haſt right 
and power to ſay, before the Lord thy God. In 
our progreſs through the firſ# of theſe, we 
ſhall obſerve theſe. geſſes; 1. We ſhall begin 
with the 35n, confider almes-giving ſimply, 
deducing the praice of the Fewes down to 
us Chriftians, atd ſoin a mannergive you the 
hiſtory of almes-giving. 2. We ſhall look into 
the movy, what portion ought to iſſue out of every 
mans revennes, taking our riſe from the praftice 
_ of the Jewes, a tithe of all increaſe every third 
year. 3. We ſhall proceed to the 3n 46, cone 
fider it asa duty, and then we ſhall have done 
with the firſ# general. 

In the ſecond general we ſhall ſhew you, 
IT. 1: theſi, that confidence or claiming any 
thing at Gods hands, muſt take its riſe from 
duty in performance, Then thou mayeſt ſay; then, 
but not before. 2. 1» hypotheſi, ſhew you the 
connexion between this confidence and this per= 

C 4 formance, 
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formance, claiming of temporal plenty, upon 
giving of almes. Thele are the ſeveral poſts 
and ſtages of my future diſcourſe, the AMono- 
gramme drawn in cole, as it were, wherein 

ou may diſcern the /ines and lineaments of 
the whe body ; 1 muſt now deſcend to the fil- 
ling them ap, and giving you them a little 
more to the life, taking them in the order pro- 
poſed, = looſely , and very plainly, making 
proviſion for your bearts, not your eares, for 
your future gain and not your preſent ſenſua- 
{ity, and begin with the firſ® general, and 
in that, the 37, or almes-giving ſimply conſie 
dered, deducing the praftice of the Fewes down 
to us Chriſtians, and fo give you in a manner 
the hiſtory of almes-giving. 

Though we affert not an equality of world- 
ly riches from any decree either of God or na- 
rare, find not any ſtatute of adyrz wore, any 
law of community in any but Plato's inſtitu- 
tions, and thoſe never reduced to prattice in any 
oye city in the world (attempted once by P!c- 
tinws, through his favour with Gallienws, who 
Promiſed to reſide in his P/atonopolss , but 

i= V,.Plotin, foon altered his purpoſe again, as Porphyrie 
cells us) yet I may hppok it for a granted 
maxime, that the extreme inequality, that is 
now ſo illuftriouſly vifible in the world, is nor 
any aR of Narures primary intention , or 
Gods firſt and general providence ; Ariſtotle 
may tell us of ſome guoz 43ac:, ſome that 
Nature hath bored through the ear tobe ſlaves 
for ever, and we may beleeve him, if we can 
find any ground for it, but of any quo wo 
colonies of men , ſent into the world withour 
any elaim or right to any part of the worlds 
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goods, he hath not lefc us any thing upon record. 
Nor- hath the book of Creation in the Scrs- 
ptwre , the Berefith, or nataral philoſophie of 
the Bible given us any hint for ſuch a reſoluti- 
on, that ſome ſhould be born to ri07, and others 
to famiſh, ſome to be glutied, and others to 
ſtarve, that mankind ſhould be thus dichoro- 
mized into ſuch extreme diſtant fates, ſome 
to reign in Paradiſe for ever, others to be 
thrown over the wall, as out of the Adamites 
ſtove , to pine and freeze among thornes and 
briers. This were an abſolute decree of elefti- 
on and reprobation, improved farther than 
Predeſtinarians have ordinarily extended it. 
As we are wont to ſay of ſinxe, that 'tis 
not to be found in Gods Hexameron, 
no fruit of his Six dajes labour, but a 
prodyQion of a /ater date, ingendred berwixc 
che 4 way and the woman, that Incabrus and 
Succuba, the devil and the lwer ſoul ; ſo may 
we ſay of extreme want and poverty, that 
its nativity # of the land of Canaan, its father 
an Amorite, and its mother an Hittite : Satan 
and coveronuſneſs brought it into the world, 
and then Goa finding ic there (whoſe glorious 
attribute ir is to extra& good out of ev4/) as he 
did once a owrjyg Out of an 'amwuar, redem- 
ption of mankind out of the fall of Adam, and 
ſo made the Devil an inſtrument of bringing 
the Meſ5ias into the world ; fo hath he in like 
manner by his particular providence ordered 
and continued this effe&t of ſome mens cove- 
ronſneſs , to become matter of others bounty , 
excrciſe of that one piece of mans divinity, as 
Pythagoras called l/iberality, and fo ex hu la- 
prdibus, ont of theſe ſtones , out of the extreme 

Want 
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want, and meceſſity of our brethren, to raiſe 
tropheer and monuments of virtue to us, of 
charity, liberality, and magnificence, of mercy, 
and bowels of compaſſion, that moſt beautiful 
compoſition of graces, that moſt heroical re- 
nouned habit of the ſoul. So that now we may 
define it an a& of Gods infinite goodneſs to per- 
mir, though before we could not allow it re- 
concileable with his infinite juſtice, to decree 
the extreme inequality of earthly portions, the 
poor man gaſping for food, that the rich may 
have a ftore-houſe or magazine, where to lay 
up his greaſ#res; the careful labourer , full of 
children, ſuffered to wreſtle with ewo extremi- 
ties at once ; hanger on the one fide ; and na- 
tural compaſſion to the helpleſs creatures he hath 
begotten, on the ocher; that thou by thy wealth 
mayeſt be that Elijah ſent from heaven to the 
famifting forlorn widow, that Goalike man 
drop*d out of the c/onas to his relief, and by the 
omnipotent reviving power of thy charity, uſurp 
that actribute of Gods given him by the P/almiſt, 
that feeds the young ravens, expoſed by the old 
ones, ſuſtain that deftirmre ſort of creatures , 
that call upon thee. Admirable therefore was 
that contrivance of Gods mercy and wiſdome, 
mentioned to the Jewes , not as a threatnivg, | 
but a promiſe of grace, one of the privileges, 
and blcfſings of Canaan, the poor ſhall never 
ceaſe ont of the land, Dent. 15, 11. that thou 
mayeſt alwaies have ſomewhat to do with thy 
wealth , ſome ſluce to exhauſt thy plenty, ſome 
hungry /eech, to open aveihn, and prevent the 
acceſſe of thy feaver, and withall, that thy 
wealth may ennoble thee, as Yenocrates told 


his benefattors children, that he- had abun- 
| dantly 
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dantly requited their father , for all men ſpake 


well of him for his liberality ro Xenocrates , or 

as benefattors among the heathen were adored 

and deified, that thus thy fairhleſs, fading 
falſehearted riches ( which the Ewangeliff 
therefore ſtyles Ilammon of wnrighteouſnes, 

onely as 4xoy is oppoſed to dandiydy, to rrue 

| durable wealth) may yeeld thee more profir 

by the prof#fion, than by the poſſeſſion (as ſilver 

doth by melting , than by continuing in the 

wedge or bullion, according to that of * Clemens, * Pedag. 1.31 
* 6 cov 3} quadiJoy » dMe 5s wed ss minCOy © © 

the rich ts he that diſtributes, not he which hath 

and poſſeſſeth; and * LaFtantins , Divites ſunt *1, dc juſt. 
non qui divitias habent, ſed qui utuntar illis adv. doi. 
opera juſtitie, the rich are they, not which 
have riches, but uſe them to workes of righte- 
o#ſneſs purchaſe thee by being thus providently 

laid ont, a revenue of rezowy here, and glory 
hereafter. You lee then the pedegree and ge- 
 nealogie of almes-giving, how it came into 

the world ; Coverouſneſs and oppreſſion and 
rapine, brought in emptineſs, and beggery, and 

want , then Gods providence and goodneſs, fin- 

ding it in the world , reſolves to continue it 

there, to imply the treaſures, and exerci/e the 

. charity of others. 

Now for the prafice of the world in this 
great affair , we cantiot begin our ſ#rvey more 
properly, than from the text, there to behold 
Gods opinion, or judgement, in this point, by 
the rxles he hath given to be obſerved in this 
city of God, his own people of the Jews, whileſt 
they were managed by God himſelf, The 
prieſthood was the peculiar /or of God, and 
therefore may well be allowed the aromaoe', 
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feeding firſt at Gods feaſt ; And the poor next 
after them were taken care of by God himſelf, 
Lazar, as it were, in Aaronr, as once in Abra- 
hams boſome, next to the prieſt in the temple 
as to the Parriarch in heaven; a tithing for 
the prieſt, and when this was done, every 
third year, a tithing for the poor : The with- 
holding of the former was ſacrilege, and of 
the latcer , furtum interpretativum , ſay the 
Schaoles , interpretative theft, and the Caſuiſts 
to the ſame purpoſe, that though our goods 
be our own, jure proprietatis, by right of pro+ 
priety, yet they are other mens , jure charita- 
tis, by right of charity; the rich mans barne 
is the poor mans granary, nay murther too 
as we may conclude from the words of the 
wiſe man, the poor mans breadis his life (and 
that is ſometimes thy doſe, on which his /ife 
depends) and then, as there it followes, he that 
deprives him of it (fo doth the #nmerciful, as 
well as the cheef) is a murtherer. Nay farther, 
that mwurther one of the deepeſt dye, a fratri- 
cidium , like Cains of Abel his brother, and 
therefore as that is a clamans de terra,crying for 
judgement from the ground, \o hath this a cla- 
wer ad Deum contra te, cry to God againſt thee, 
Dent. 15. 9. I will adde, atleaſt fo long as the 
ſtate of the Jews laſted, it was ſacrilege too. 
Shall we proceed then, and ak , when the ſlate 
otthe Jewes expired , did almes-giving expire 
with it 2 was charity abrogated with ſacrifice ? 
turned out of the world tor an antiquated , 
aboliſhd rite , for a piece of Judaiſme? The 
prattice of ſome Chriſtians would perſlwade 
men ſo, that the ſwerdthat Chriſt brought in- 


rothe world, had wounded charity to the mo, 
that 
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that he had left no /#ch caſtome behind him to 
the Churches of God, that Chriſtianity had 
clutch'd mens hands, and frozes their hearts 
iftoan amaimwes , as Arriencalls it, inverted 
that miracle of Chriſts, retwrnedthe children of 
Abraham into ſtones, Phyſitians tell us of a 
diſeaſe converting the womb into a firme ſtoxe, 
and the ſtory in Crollivzs of a aitvmudiey, 4 
child of a perfetft flony ſubſtance, is aſlerted by 
many others. Now the w»heppineſs of it is, 
that the Hebrew ON" that ſignifies a womb, 
by a lictle varying of the punttation, hghifies 
mercy alſo, and bowels of compaſſion, where- 
upon Hof. x. 1t. the Septwagint inſtead of 
Zas@- have put wee, inſtead of mercy, a womb; 
and afas the ſame diſeaſe hath fallen upon the 
DNN in that other ſenſe, the bowels of mercy 
in many Chriſtians are petrified, trauſubſtan- 
rate into ſtones, pure mine and quarrey, ard 
ſo we Miniſters, damnati ad metalla (that old 
Romane puniſhment) condemned to digge in thoſe 
mines, and by all the daily pains of preaching 
and exhortation, able to bring forth nothing 
but ſuch a:HTradHia, ones inſtead of bread. 
But I hope, my brethrey, the praftice 
of thoſe ſome ſhall not be accepted as anthen- 
tick evidence againſt Chriſt, ro:defame and 
' diſhonour our moſt glorious profeſsiov, whole 
very ſtyle is[ Brethren] whoſe /ivery | Charity } 
and Charatter that they love one another. I 


know not how »»mercifal and hardhearted the 


Chriſtian world is now grownin its declination, 
as covetonſneſs is generally the vice of old age,l 
am ſure, 'rwas open-handed enough, in its 
youth, witneſs that moſt antient primitive Aps- 
frolical inſtitution of the Offertory in the Sacra- 

ments 
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ment, that which was ſo conſiderable a part of 
that holy re, thar ic gave denomination to the 
whote , the Eachariſt [tyled xowoyie communion, 
diftiatly from this cuſtome of bringing every 
man out of his fore, and communicating to 
the neceſrities of che Saints, as it is 2 Cor. 8, 4. 
xoiycvie # Jiaxorias dis 783 dyes, the come 
munion, or fellowſhip as we render it, more 
fully the communicativeneſs, or liberality of 
adminiſtring tothe Saints, and is therefore by 
us rendred {iberality, 1 Cor. 16. 3. Many ex- 
cellent obſervations might be preſented to you 
on this occaſion, neceflary for the underſtandin 

many places in S, Pax, eſpecially of c. 11. 
of x Cor. but you will cafily _— me the 
ſparing this pains, in this place ; Lec it ſuffice 
that we find in that chapter, that at thoſe holy 
meetings there was alwaies a table furniſh'd 
out of the bounty of communicants, for a 
common feaſt unto all the faithful ; the rich 
might haye leave to bring mere than his poorer 
brother, but notto take place by that bownry , 
not to pretend any propriety to What he had 
brought, which is the meaning of the 1/,ov Seimoy 
every man his own ſupper and the megaayubeyery Us 
md payav, taking precedence of others in eating, 
the rich to eat all, and the poor none, one to be 
buxgry , andthe other dranken, the fault which 
he there found with the Corinthians; Nor did 
the cuſtome of /iberality, annex'd to the Sacra- 
»2ent inthoſe dayes, expire Or vaniſh with the 
Apoſtles , The prafice rather increaſed , than 
abated among their ſucceflors; Witnels that 
e9990eg. or oblatien, firſt of all the fraits of 
the ſeaſon, as an offering of firſt-fruits ; alter- 
wards onely gre »} zpaualG-, of bread and wine 
mingled 


——— 
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wingled with water, which the brethren or 
faithful, i.e. in the antient Riyle, the Com- 
municants are ſaid tobring, and preſent ar the 
altar or table of the Lord, for the furniſhing 
of the table with part, and refreſhing the poor 
with what was left. Theſe are the eiogoegs ob» 
"lations in the * Conſtitutions, at leaſt one 
ſort of them, one being for the Prieſt, the other 
for the poor, and again,. a es 23 Sotes 
ewrorkar, the doing good to them that want, the 
yery word in S. Paul funiia; xgi xowavias, to 
do good and communicate, Heb. 13. 16. and 
* 76 opt ha &h art on mwinnuy fx4ma, Vo- 
Inntary oblations for the poor ; Theſe are con- 
tained under his general head of wpmgeeiar, 


bringing of fruits, of which he hath a * Cha, 1. 


pter, and * wwearg} ownogoeiar y the Lords offe- * Ib c. 29, 
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# Ch. 35, 


rings, and * £agnwovrn, almes, and other where * © 7 


txume mis mynn yoeuyiula, voluntary gifts 
diſtributed to the —_ And ora i 
from thoſe, and other antient conſtitutions, that 
*rwas a puniſhment for ſome men, uſed in the 
Charch, not to receive them to the Offertory, 
who yet were nogfo great malefattors, as to 
be kept from ſome ak privileges of Chri- 
ftians ; This was called, zorraria yoes\ agyapen 
- £35; communicating without the offertory, fre- 
quently in the Ancyrane and Nicene Conncils, 
and therefore Epiphanizs having mentioned the 
faxlts, for which offenders were exeommuni- 
Cated, 25S mgreia, worxein, fornication , adultery, 
&c. he addes, aperpopas Aaudyer mig my ux 
dS IxivToy sÞ8 agg ropurmuy Ne Sirgias BierTmawyy 
the Church receives not offerings from the in- 
Juriow, &c. but from juſt livers, noting that 
2ll but the Sngies friyras thoſe that live juſtly 
were 
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were interdited the privilege of offering of 
giving to the Corban, Thus in Clemens was 
not the oblation received from the #»juſt 
publican who exatted mug nm Jiameriy every 
above what was appointed, and fo for execntio- 
ners, whoſe oblation being the price of blood 
was not {uffered to come into the Corban, no 
more than the thirty pieces of ſilver, that Ju- 
das took to betray Chriſt, Mat. 27.6. An 
excellent conſideration for us to meditate on,that 
che being excluded from the Offertory , being 
denied the privilege of giving almes or being 
bountiful co the poor, went for a very preat pu- 
niſhment ; and fo ſure the duty, a ſpecial part 
of piety and prblick ſervice of God, And 
therefore the cxſtome being either negleFed, or 
meermitted at Conſtantinople, S. Chryſoftome 
rook care for the reſtoring it again, and there- 
upon made that excellent oration upon that 
ſubjet, where, from antiquity he proves the uſe 
of the Offertory on the Loras day, and menti- 
ons the Corbang or treaſ#ry, where *rwas wont 
to be put. T have been the more large on this 
particular, becauſeit hath in «ll ages been ac- 
counted a prime piece of Chriſtianity, ( a ſpe- 
cial part of divine worſhip, ſaith Aquinas) the 
obſeryation of which is yer, thanks be ro God, 
alive among us, eſpecially if that be true, 
which Pamelins cites our of Honorin, that 
inſtead of the antient oblation of bread and 
wine, the offering of money was by confent re- 
ceived into the Church, in memory of the pence 
in Judas ſale, Onely *:were well, if we were 
a lictle more alacriows, and exatt in the perfor- 
mance. of the duty, and more care taken in the 
diſtribntion, eſpecially that that nororiome abuſe 


of 
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of this moſt Chriſtian cuſtome, which they 
ſay (I hope unjuſtly) ſome part of this ciry is 
. enilty of, inconvercing this inheritance of the 
por into a feaſt of entertainment for the Officers 
of the Church, may be branded, and baniſh'd 
ont of keny, Ir is yer but a fin, which like ſome 
in Ariſtotle , hath never a name, had neyer yer 
the honor to be forbidden, if it ſhould chance 
to live to that age, thrive and prove fir for an 
oroua ume the smfoſition of a name, let me 
have the favour to Chriftex ir, A newfound ſa- 
criledge, a moſt inhumane at once, and wn- 
chriſtian profanation ; And if you want ari 
embleme for it, that antient piece of Nathens 
deſigning will ſerve the turn, the rich man 
feaſting on the poor mans ewe lamb, his laxu- 
7) maintained - by the others b/o9d, *Twere 
an admirable work of Ecclefiaſtick diſcipline, 
ſome way or other to bring the Corbar in ſuch 
favour with us, that it might prove a bank? or 
ſftorchauſe in every pariſh , able to ſupply the 
wants of a#; but much better, if we would 
fall in love with it our ſelves, as a way of bind- 
ing up boch che rables of che Law into one 
volume, of miniſtring both to God and mas. 
by this one mi-xt aft of charity and piety , of 
mercy and of ſacrifice, and ſo, in the wi/e mans 
phraſe, to lay #p our riches in Gods ftorehouſe, 
without a meraphore, But if it pleaſe you not, 
that any body (though in the reſolution ic be 
Chriſt himſelf) ſhould haye the diſpoſal of 
your almes, as charity now adaies is a petts/ 
weariſh thing, ready to ſtartle, and pick 2 
quarrel with any thing that comes co meddle 
with it, then ſhall I not purſue this deſign any 
farther, So chou art really, _— fnecerely afteted 
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to the ſetting out of the third years tithing, 
thou ſhake haye my leave to be thine own 
Almoner, have the choice of the particular way 
of diſpoſing, and ordering it thy lelf. And yer 
1/ree things there are, that I cannot chooſe bur 
be ſo pragmaticel, as to interpole in this buſt- 
nels; 1, For the quando, when, this rithe ſhould 
be ſet out ; Let ir not be deferred, till the /i4 
be a making , till death forces it our of our 
hands, and makes it a »no# dat ſed projicit, 
onely a caſting over the lading , when the ſhip 
is ready to ſink, nor yet till our coffers be 
ready to 7#n over, till a full, abundant pro- 
vifion be made for all that belong to us, for 
that is to feed the poor, like the dogges, onely 
with the orts of the childrens table ; but as 
other rithes are paid, jult as the increaſe comes 
in, preſently after the whole field is reap'd, fo 
mult the peer mans tithing allo ; ſet out, I lay, 
then, dedicated to that uſe that we may haye 
it by us at hand, told our ready, when the 
owner calls for it. *Twas a thing that Antoninms 
recounts as matter of ſpecial jcy, and that which 
he numbers amongſt the feliciries, for which 
he was beholden tothe Gods, that he was neyer 
ask'd of any, chat he thought fit co give to, 
thathe was anſwered by his Almoner, Gn #« #91 
-$i.uaru 3% jaryuras, that there was not ſtore at 
hand to performe hu will, A moſt joyous, 
comtortable thing, in that heathen Fmperors 
opinion, and yet that, that will hardly be 
attained to, unleſs we rake ſome ſuch courſe, 
as this, mentioned ix terminis by S. Panl, 
1 Cor. 16.2. Upon the firſt day of the week 
let very one of you lay by him in ſtore as God 
kath proſpered him, that there be no gathering 


when 
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when I rome; a weekly proviſion laid ing and. 
ready 1 wrmerato for this purpoſe, that you 
be never ſurpriſed on a (wdden, and to dila- 
bled to performe this dury. 2, For the guivze, 
I would a»/wer to all, whom Chriſt hath 
made our neighbours and brethren, and I know 
not any that are excluded from this 2ir/e. Bur 
you would then think I were ſet to lollicite 
againſt the /awes of this realme, and plead the 
cauſe of the idle wandering begger, that moſt 
lavage, barbaroxs, unchriſtian trade among us, 
ler, a man would think, in the ftreers by che 
devil, on purpoſe to poſe, and rire, and non- 
plus mens charity, to difh:arten, and weary 
them our of this Chriſtian dury. No, we have 
a countermand from the Apoſtle againſt theſe 
dmxmiCarres, diſorderly walkers, 3 Thefſ. 3.7. 
that if any woxld not labour, neither ſhould he 
eate, V.10. the beſt a/mes for them , the fea- 
ſonableſt proviſion, and charity to ſuch, is the 
careful execution of /awes upon them, to ſer 
them every one fingle in an orbe to move in, 
by that means perhaps to teach them the $kill 
in time to be al/mes-givers themſelves, ar leaft 
to become fir to be receivers ; For ſuch, of all 
others, is the fixt, ſtationary, diligent, la- 
bouring poor many waole motion islike that of 
the trembling ſphere, not able to advance any 
confiderable matter in a whole age, be they 
never fo reſtleſt , whoſe hands, with all their 
diligence, cannot give content to the mah , 
or yeeld any thing but tones many times, co 
the poor child that calls for- bread. All char 
I ſhall interpoſe for the q#ibxs, ſhall be this, 
that ſeeing a doe good to all, is now (ent into the 
world by Chriſ#, and that but little reſtrained 
| D 
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in any Chriſtian kingdome, by an eſpecially 
to the houſhold of Saints, (all Chriftsans being 
ſuch) and ſeeing again, no man hath hands, or 
ſtore to feed every mouth, that gapes in a king- 
dome, or particularly in this popxlous city, we 
may do well ro take that courſe that we uſe in 
compoſing other difficulties , referatar ad ſor- 
tem , let the lot decide the main of the con- 
troverfie, and reſerving ſomewhat for the paub- 
lick, ſomewhat for the ſtranger, ſomewhat for 
common calamities, ſomewhat as *cwere for the 
#niverſal motion of the whole body, ſome- 
what for excentrickes and epicycles, le: the 
place , whereon our /o hath caſt us, be the 
principal orbe tor our charity to move in, the 
ſpecial dicceſs for our Viſitation. And when 
that is done, and yet as 'tis in the parable, 
there be till room, fore left for others allo, 
then to#»large, as far aswe can, round about 
us, as motion beginning at the cexter diffuſes it 
ſelf uniformely , ſends out its #nfluexce and 
ſhakes every part to the circumference ; and 
happy that man, wha hath the /ongeſ# arme, 
whoſe charity can thus reach fartheſt, The 
third thing is that that my rext obliges meto, 
the how much out of eyery mans revenues may 
oo for the poor mans due, which brings me to 
the ſecond particular, the awovy here mentioned 
in theſe words | cithing all the tithes of thy 
3:creaſe the third year. ] 

That there was a oy defin'd by God to 
the 7ewes charity, a proportion for every man, 
not which they.might not exceed ( for there 
were other waies of went for their charity 
n:centioned, belide this) but which no man was 
to go wnder, is manifeſt by the text, and c, 14. 
® 
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of this book; the proportion you fee a tithe, 
or tenth part of all the increaſe, not yearly, 
bur onely every third year, to raile a banke, 
as it were, for the maintenance of the poor , 
till that year came about again, This if we 
would diflolye into a yearly rate, and fo dil- 
cern the Jewiſh moxy more perfectly, ir is equi- 
valent to a thirtieth part every year ; the Few 
whoſe yearly revenue amounted to thirty /ac- 
kels, was every third year to pay three of 
them to the »/e of the poor, that is in effect 
one for every year, the trienxial tenth being all 
one with an annual thirticth : The account is 
clear, and no man but hath Arithmerich enough 
to conclude, that a rhirieth part is the third 
part of a rexth, and fo a tenth cyery third yeary 
is all one with a thirticth every year. I ſhall in- 
fiſt on this no farther, than to tell you that 
Gods judgement in this affaire is worth obſcr- 
ving, that almes-giving or mercifulneſs being 
a diftate of nature, but that hke other ſuch 
Lawes, given onely in general termes, for the 
#n, bur not ſo as to deſcend to particular caſes; 
It pleaſed &od to his people the Fews, to ecx- 
prels his judgement at thar titne, in that Nate, 
for the mic, how mnch was by Law to be 
laid aſide for that uſe out of every ones 5n- 
creaſe. 

Now if I ſhould preſs this praftice of the 
Jewes as matter of ebligation, or preſcription to 
Chriſtians, that you arenot in conſcience to do 
leſs, than the Fewes were bound to do, every 
man to ſer apart a thirtiethof his yearly reve- 
nue, or izcrea/e, for the uſe of the pooy bre- 
thren, I know not how you would cake it; many 
would ſtartle at the newes of the doftrine , 
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many more when they came to the praftice of 
i., many quarrels you would have againft it; 
He that were merciful already, would think his 
gifr would become a debe, his bounty daty, and 
ſo he wrongd and robd of the renown of his cha- 
rity, by this doftrine ; and the coverons, that 
were not inclined to giving at all, would com- 
plain that this were a new kind of ghoſtly 
ſtealth, a way of robbing him out of the pulpit, 
of burthening his conſcience, and lightning his 
hbagges, and both joyne in the indiAtment of it 
for a Jadaical, antiquated doftrine, that hath 
nothing to do with Chriſtians. And therefore 
to do no more, than I ſhall juſtifie from the 
principles of the Goſpel; I ſhall confels unto 
you, that this precepr, as it wasgiven to the 
Jewes, is not obliging unto Chriſtsans, and 
therefore I have not yer told yon ir was, 
bur onely gave you to conſider, what Gcds 
jnagement was for the mweory to his own people. 
Onely by way of application to our lelves, 
eive me leave to adde theſe forr things, which 
I ſhall deliver in as many propo/itions; 1, That 
mercifulneſs or charity or giving almes is no 
part of the Ceremonial Law, which is proper- 
ly 74daiſme, but of the erernal law of reaſon 
and matrre, pare of the oath or Sacrament, 
that is given us, when the fiat homo is firſt 
prononnced to us, a ray of Gods mereifulneſs 
infuled into us with our hamane nature ; in a 
word , chat mcrcifnulneſs is all one with huma- 
nity, a precept of the nature, the God, the 
ſoxl we carry about with us. 2, That being 
lo, ir comes within the compaſs of thoſe Laws, 
that Chriſt came % yar0Car ama mnge( at 
not fo deftirry but jo fulfil, i, &, as the Fathers 
before 
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before S. Augnſtine, generally interpreted it, 
to improve it, ſet it higher, than it was before, 
require more of Chriſtians, than eyer was exacted 
of the Jews or heathens by the Law of Moſes 


or of Nature. Thus * [renexs, mentioning _ 


Chriſts improvement of the Law, pro eo quod 
eſt, Non mechaberis nec concupiſcere pracepit, 
for, Thou ſhalt not commit adultery, thou ſhalt 
nor look. to luſt, he addes, pro eo quod eft de. 
cumare, omnia que ſunt panperibus dividere, 
inſtead of tithing ( this third years tithing ) 
thou ſhalt divide all thor haſt to the pooy, give 
them ſome plextifsl part of ic, And this faich 
he, an at of Chriſt, now ſolvents, ſed adim- 


plents, extendenmtis, ailatantis legem, mot 


loofing, but filling wp, extending, dilating the | Y 
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Law. And * S. Hierome, on 2 Cor. 8. 20. ,.2:5. 4 


avoiding this that xo man ſhould blame 1— 
explains it thus, /eſt any ſhould ſay, how did 
Chriſt fill up or fulfil the Law, cum videamus 
Chriſtianos non tantam eleemoſynam facere 
quantam fieri in lege preceptum eſt, when we 
ſee Chriſtians not give ſo much almes, as was 
by the Law of Moſes preſcribed to be given. 
34y, That there were among the fewes two 
ſorts of mercifulneſs, the firſt called licerally 
righteouſneſs, and by the Septuagint, when ic 
belongs to workes of mercy, is rendred ſometimes 
Sivgtroouvn righteouſne/s , ſometimes ZAenuogvyn 
mercy, and this is that mercifulneſs that Moſes's 
Law required of theJewes,and ſo was part of their 
righreouſneſs, he was a breaker of the Law, that 
did negle& ir,and fo opera juſtitie in Lattantive , 
the works of righteouſneſs, meaning works of 
charity, by that phraſe. The ſecond was 
mercy, i. & an higher degree of charity, rather 

D 4 benignity, 


The Poor mans Tithing. 
benignity, merciſnlneſs, being full of good works 
and this was more than their Law exated, and 
therefore was Riyled goodneſs, as that was more 
than righteouſneſs. 4", That by force of the 
ſecond propoſition, and by the tenure of Evay- 
gelical perfetion, that Chriſt eommended to his 
aiſciples, this higheſt degree of mercifulneſ; 
among the ewes is now the Chriſtians tak, , 
and that, to him that will be perfe, yet in an 
highey degree, not onely that degree, which the 
Law xequired of the Few, a little raiſed, and 
improved by us, for that will be bur the Chriſt; - 
ans righteouſneſs, but even the benignity of 
the Jews, abundance of mercy , improved and 
»nlarged by us alſo, And from thele premiſes 
if 1 may in the name of God take boldneſs to 
inferre my concluſion, it can be no other than 
this; That the proportion to be obſerved by 
the Chriſtian almes-giver, tO ſpeak at the leaſt , 
muſt be more in any reaſon than the thirtieth 
part of his revenue or increaſe ; The thirtieth 
15 but equivalent to the third years tithing of 
the Jews, which was their righteouſneſs, that 
which they were bound to do by the Law, the 
Phariſee, did as much, and Chriſt tells us, that 
except onr righteouſneſs, Hixaioovyn vwaryhe very 
word that ſignifies the /egal almes-giving many 
times in the Bible,and who knowes but ic may 
do lo here , of this there is no doubt, but ir be- 
longs to charity, or aut) toward men in its lati- 
'ude, of which a/mes-giving is one molt ſpeci- 
all part, and except our righteouſneſs excecd the 
rigktronſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſces we 
foall in no wiſe enter into the hingdome of heaven, 
the rexr, on which that heavenly Goſpel-Sermon 
was preach'd upon the Afernt. If vic have any 
deſtgn 


The Poor mans Tithing. 


deſiga toward Evangelical perfettjon, toward 
the Chriſtian pitch, the abundance of goodneſs 
and mercifalneſs , as that is improved by Chri- 
ſtianity , than this third years tithing will 
proye but a beggerly, thin proportion, that, 
that a Jew, if he were a religious one, would 
have been aſhamed of, But be our aimes never 
ſo moderate, it a door-keepers place will ſerve 
pur turn, to be one of the Nethinim, of the 
meaneſt rank in the kingdome of heaven, yer 
ill we muſt exceed that proportion of the 
Jewes righteouſneſs, their third years tithe, 
that. they were bound to, or elſe we are 
ſtrangely miſtaken ih Chriſtsavity, I am un- 
willing to deſcend to the arraigning, or indi- 
fling, or ſo much as]examining any man here, 
for the omiſſions of his former life in this 
kind; my humble /owlyeſt requeſt is, that you 
will do it your ſelves , and if either through 
ignorance you have not reckoned of it as 
a duty, or through delfire to thrive in 
the world , you have omitted to pratts/e it 
heretofore, you will now art laſt at this inſtance, 
rake it into your conſideration, and remember 
that there is ſuch a thing, as charity , (a pale, 
wan, deſpiſed creature) commended to Chriſts- 
ans by Chriſt, not to luffer ir any longer to go 
tor one of thoſe Aſagicians Serpents, which 
faith like Aoſes's rod is appointed to devorr, 
if it do, know this that that rod is the verier 
ſerpent of the rwo; and foxthe quickning that 
reſolution in you, I ſhall. proceed unto the 
*hird particular, the 3n 4, to conſider it as 
a duty, and ſo to make an end of my fire 
2eneral. | 

In this florhfal , but confident age of the 
world, 
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world , *wwere admirably worth ones pains, to 
mſtru& men, what duty is, now under the 
Goſpel, what the very word fignifies in a 
Chriſtian Nomenclature, There are ſo many 
deſcants of fantaſtical brains on that plain 
ſong of the eApoſtles, We are not under the 
law , but wnder grace | that'tis ſcarce agreed 
on among Chriſtians, what *tis to be a Chri- 
ſtian, nothing more unreſolved, than what *cis, 
thats now required under the ſecond Covenant, 
as neceflary to ſalvation, One thinks that the 
beleeving all fundamentals is the tv drayrgtor, 
the onely qualification for a Chriftian , and 
what hath daty to do with that? Another 
makes the Goſpe! Confiſt all of promiſes of 
what ſhall be wrought in us, and on ws by 
Chriſt, and ſo gives an abſolute Superſedeas 
for duty, as a legal out-dated thing, that is 
utterly antiquated by grace, Another con- 
tents himſelf with purpoſes and reſolutions, 
thin, aery iclinations to duty, and is utterly 
indifferent for any performance , doubts nor 
but to paſs for a Chriſtian, as regenerate as 
S. Paxl , when he wrote, c. 7. to the Romans, 
though he never do the good that he reſolves, 
live and dy carnal and captived and ſold under 
fin. A fourth diſſolves all toa new found faith, 
A ful perſwaſion, an abſolnte aſſurance, thar 
he is oneof ods ele, is abundantly ſufficient 
to eſtate himſelf in that number, a piece of 
magick , or conjuring, that will help any man 
to heaven, that will but phayſy it, my 
their names in the b90; of /ife, in thoſe [acre 

eternal diptyckes, by dreaming onely that they 
are there already. Others there are, that ſeem 
kinder unto duty, are content co allow Chriſt 
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ſome return of performances for all his (uffe= 
rings, yet youſee in the Goſpel, *tis in one but 
the patience of hearing him preach, A | Lord 
thou haſt taught in our ſtreets | we have heard 
ſo many Sermons, paſles for a ſufficient pretenſi- 
on to heaven, in another, the communicating at 
his table, | we have eat and drank in thy pre- 
ſence } a ſufficient viaticum for that long jour- 
ney, a charme, or amnulet againſt fear or danger; 
In a third, the diligence of a bended knee, or 
ſolemne lock of formal-ontſide-worſhip, muſt 
be taken in commnration for all other duty, and 
all this while religion is brought up in the 
Gentlemans trade, good cloths and idleneſs, or 
of the Lilies of the field, veſtirs & non labo- 
rare, to be clothed and not labony ; duty is too 
mechanical a thing, the ſhop or the plongh, the 
work, of faith, or labour of love are things too 
vile, too ſordid for them to ſtoop to; heaven 
will be had without ſuch /officirors. Shall I 
inſtance in one pargicular more? that Satan 
may be ſure that duty ſhall neyer reſcxe any 
prey out of his hands, one thing you may ob- 
ſerve, that moſt men never come to rrear with 
ic, to look after, to conſider any ſuch thing, ill 
indeed the time comes that no man worketh, 
till the tokens be out upon them, till the cry 
comes, that the bridegroome ts ready to enter, 
that j1dgement #5 at the doore , and then there 
is ſuch 14nning about for oile, as if *rwere for 
extreme untlion, ahd that a Sacrament to con- 
ferre all grace ex opere operato on him, that 
hath ſcarce /ife enough to diſcern, that he re- 
ceivedic ; The ſoul Qceps in its tenement, as long 
e$ its leaſe laſteth, and when tis expired, then it 
rou/eth, ard makes as if *twould get ro work , 
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the Chriſtian thinks not of attior, of duty» 
of good works, of any thing, whileſt /ife and 
health laſteth , but then the ſummons of death 
wake him, and the prayers which he can re- 
peat, while his c/erhes are putting off , ſhall 
charme him , like opium, for a quiet ſleep. 
Thus doth a death-bed reptntance, a death-bed 
charity, a parting with ſins and wealth, when 
we can held them no longer, look as big in 
the Calendars of Saints , ſtand as folemnely 
and demurely in our diptyckes, as judgement 
and mercy and faith, that have born the heat 
and burthen of the day ; Our hearts are har- 
dened, while it ts to day , againſt all the 5n- 
vaſion of Law or Goſpel, judgements or mer- 
cies , threats or promiſes, all Chriſts methods 
and ſtratagems of grace, and juſt at the cloſe 
of the evening , the ſhutting in of night, we 
eiye out that the thunderbo/t hath converted 
us, the feaver came with its fiery chariet , and 
hyrryed us up to heaven; Surdus + mutus 
teſtamentum facit , quite againſt Juſtinians 
rule ; he that hath ſent out moſt of his /ex/es 
before him, and retains but the laſt g/immering 
of life, is allowed to make his 1/1 and re- 
yerſe all former a#s by that one final, Satan 
hath all the man hath co give, under hand and 
ſeal, all hislife time, the ſpring eſpecially and 
verdire of his age, the children paſs through 
the fire to Moloch, and juſtas he is a dropping 
out of the world, he makes ſignes of cancelling 
that will, and by a d&mb aRt of revocation, be- 
queaths his ſoul to God, and his Execurtor 
mult ſce it paid among other /egacies, and all 
this paſſes for legal in the Court, and none of 
the Cans aguialt the anticnt Clinics can be 
| heard 
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heard againſt them; The greateſt woxnd to 
4uty, that ever yet it met with among Chriſti- 
ans. Thus do our vain phanſies, and vainer 
hopes joyn to ſupplant duty and good works, 
and diſmiſs them out of the Chxrch, and it all 
Or any ot this be orthodox divinity ; then ſure 
the daty of almes-giving will prove a ſuſpefted 


phraſe, heretics charatters, of an heretical 


ſtampe, and then I am fallen on a thankleſs 
argument, which yer I muſt not retraf, or re- 
pent of, but in the name of God, and S. Paul, 
inthis way that theſe men call hereſie, beleech 
and conjure you to worſhip the God of your 
fathers, For this purpoſe ſhall I make my 
adareſs to you in Daniels words, Dan. 4.27. 
Break, off your fins by righteouſneſs and your 
iniquities by ſhewing mercy tothe poor, righte- 
ouſneſs and mercy, the two degrees of almes- 
giving, that I told you of; I hope that will 
not be ſ#/ſpefted, when he ſpeaks it. Shall I ref 
you what duty tv, what is now required of a 
Chriſtian , and that in the propher Micha's 
phraſe, Mich. 6. 8. And now what auth the 


Lord thy God require of thee but to do juſtice, 


and to love mercy, aud to walk humbly with 
thy God, juſtice and mercy, the two degrees 
of almes-giving again, that I told you of, 
- and I hope it will not prove effenſive, when 
he ſpeaks it. 8hall I tell you of a new religion, 
and yet that a pare one, and the ſame a» ol4 
religion, and yet that an #ndefiled ( for lo the 
beloved diſciple calls this duty of charity, 2 
new Commandment, ard an old Commanament, 
1 Joh. 2.) it ſhall be in S. James his words, 
Jam. 1.27. Pure religion and undefiled before 
God and the Father 1s this, to viſet the fatherleſs 
an 
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and widow in their affliftion, and to keep him- 
ſelf unſpetted from the world. Shall I tell you 
in one word, that though heaven be given us 
freely , yet almes-giving 1s the conſgderation 
mentioned in the conveyance, that men are: ac- 
knowledged the bleſſed of God, and called to 
heaven, upon the performance of this duty, that 
alchough it pretend not to any merit, cither 
ex congruo, of condigno, yet 'tis2 duty moſt 
acceptable in the Hght of God, that almes- 
giving is mentioned, when aſſurance is lefc 
out, charity crown'd, when confidence is re- 
xxed ? I loye not to be either magiſteria/, or 
quarrelſome, but to ſpeak the woras of rruth 
and ſobriety, to learn, and if it be poſſible to 
have peace with all men ; onely give me leave 
to read you a few words, that S. Matthew 
iran{cribed from the month of Chriſt, Mat. 25. 
35. Then ſhall the King ſay to them on hu right 
hand ( who ſhould the King be, but Chriſt 
himſelf?) Come ye bleſſed of my Father, re- 
ceive the Kingdome prepared for yon from the 
forndation of the world, For 1 was an haun- 
gred and ye gave me meat. Tell me in the 
name of erath and prace, who now were they, 
for whom the Kingdome was prepared from the 
forrndation of the world ; who were there the 
objetts of that great doomeſday eleftion, his 
venite Beneaitts? If Chriſt co not tell you, 
neither do I, the text is of age /et it ſpeak for 
it ſelf, Fer [ was as bungred and yr gave me 
” t, If al this will juſtifie the dorive, and 
m'k- this rex Chrijtion, periwade your 
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or snjury done ro any other grace; I hope 
ic will be ſealonable for your prattice allo, 
as it hath been for your meditation, become 
your hands as well as it doth now your 
carers ; 

And to infuſe ſome /ife , ſome alacriouſneſs 
into you , for that purpoſe, I ſhall deſcend to 
the more ſenſitive, quick ning, inlsvening part 
of this rext, the benefit ariſing from the per- 
formance of this duty, Dicas coram Domino, 
then thou ſhalt or mayeſft (ay before the Lord 
thy God, And in that I promiled you two 
things; 1. To ſhew you x theſs, That confi» 
dence or claiming any thing at Gods hahds, 
muſt take its riſe from duty in performance. 
2. In hypotheſi , to give you the connexion be- 
ewixt eh4 confidence, and 5h performance, clai- 
ming of temporal plenty , upon giving of almes. 

I. 1 thefi, That confidence, or claiming 
any thing at Gods hands muſt take its riſe from 
duty in performance. : 

If there be any doubt of the truth of this, 
I ſhall give you but ove ground of proof , 
which I think will be dewonftrative, and *cis 
that, that will eaſily be wnderſtood, I am 
ſure, I hope, as eafily conſenxed to ; That all 
the promiſes of God, eyen of Chriſt in the 
Goſpel, are condirional promiſes, not perſonal, 
for the Law deſcends not to particular per- 
ſons (and in this the Goſpel is a Law too, 
vous mores the Law of faith ) nor abſolute, 
as that fignifies irreſpeftive or excluſive of 
qualifications or demeanure, for that is all one 
with perſonal, and if either of thoſe were true, 
then ſhould Chr;} be what he renounces, 
a avomninins an acceprer of perſons and 

individual 
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1n4diviaual entities, and ſo the mercies of hea- 
ven, belong to Saul the perſecater, as truely 
as Pant the Apoſtle , Saul the injurious, as 
Paul the abundant labonrer,. Saul the blaſphe- 
mer, as Paul the martyr : It remains then, 
that they be conditional promiſes, and lo they 
are explicitely, for the moſt part, the conditi- 
on named, and ſpecified, 2 Cor, 6. 17. Come 
out and be you ſeparate, and ronch not the un- 
holy thing ; the condition you ſee ſet foremoſt in 
the /ndenture, and then, I will receive you— 
and therefore moſt /ogically inferres the Apo- 
file, inthenext words the beg#ming of c. 7. 
H gving therefore theſe promiſes let us cleanſe 
our ſelves from all filthyneſs of the fleſh and 
ſpirit ,, perfefting holyneſs in the fear of God. 
Had the promiſes been of any other ſort, bur 
the my enla; —— theſe l- C. conditional 
promiſes, the Apoſtles illation of ſo much dzty 
cleanſing and perfetting, had been utterly un 
concluſive , it not impertinent. So Kom.8., 28, 
All things work nogether for good; to whom ? to 
them that love God, x7 apitzmy nannis wa, 
ro them that are called according to purpoſe, 
the word [| called ]- a your in that place not a, 
participle , noting a real, not onely sntentional 
paſſion , thoſe that are wrought upon by Geds 
call, and are now in the catalogue of the 43ammy- 
Ts *.Yevr, the lovers of God, and thar is the 
coxdition in the ſabjef ; and then to them that 
are thus qualified, belongs that chain of mer- 
cies, predeſtination, vocation tO a conformity 
with Chriſt, juſtification, glorification, imme- 
diately enſuing. You ſee the proof of my 
ground by a taſte or two. Now what conditi- 
en this is, that is thus prefix'd to Goſpel- 
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promiſes, that is not obſcure neither ; Not 
abſolute exatt, never ſinning, perfett obedience, 
that was the condition of che firſt covenant, 
made in paradiſe , when there was ability to 
performe it, but a condition proportioned to 
our ſtare, ſincerity in lieu of perfeftion, repens» 
tance in exchange for innocence 4 evangelical 
inſtead of /egal righteouſneſs, beleeving # the 
heart, i.e. cordial obedience to the whole Law 
of Chriſt, impartial without hypocriſie- or #n- 
dulgence in any known (m , perſevering and 
conſtant without apoſtacy,or final defettion, and 
at laſt hamblezwithout boaſting. If you will come 
yet heerer to a full Gght of it, ſomerimes regene- 
ration or new life is ſaid to be the condition, Ex- 
cept you be born again you can in no wiſe enter. 
Neither circamciſion nor uncircamciſion, but 4 
»A creature.Sometimes holyne/s,wichout which 
nemo Deum, no man ſhall ſee the Lord: Sometimes 
repentance in groſs, nay but except you repent; 
ſometimes in the retaile, repentance divided 
into its parts, he that confeſſeth and forſaketh 
ſhall have mercy ; ſometimes repentance alone, 
but now commands all mes every where to re- 
pent, as if all duty were contained in that ; 
ſometimes in conjunttion with faith, repent you 
and beleeve the Goſpel, ſometimes faith, lome- 
times love, ſometimes ſelf-denyal , ſometimes 
mercifulneſs, lomecimes hope, but. that an 
tanida mivikw, a [thi _ that ſets us 2 px- 
rifying, every one of theſe, when you meet 
them ſingle, goes for the onely neceſſary, the 
adequate condition of the Goſpel, to teach you 
'to take them up all, as you find them, leave 
neyer an one neglefed, or deſpiled, leſt that be 
the betraying of all the reſt, bur make up one 
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jewel of theſe ſoa many leſſer gemmes, one 
body of thelt fo many /imbes, one recipe 
compounded. of fo many ingredients, which 
you may fuperſcribe rergaguary, Catholicony 
or the whole duty of man. From this general 
propofitien, without the aid of any aſſ»mption, 
we may conclude demonſtratively enough + 


- promiſes 'of the Goſpel are conditional promiſes, 
ne” 


bre all confidence muſt take ri/e from 
dnty. Daty is the performance of that condi- 
tion, and to be confident without that, is to 
conclude without premiſes, and conſequently 
to claime juſtification, or pardon of ſins, be- 
fore ſanttificatios be beoun in the heart, to 
challenge right to heaven, before repentance 
be rooted on earth, to make faith the firſt 
orace , and yer define that aſſurance of ſal- 
vation , to apply the merits of Chriſt to our 
ſelyes the firſ# thing we do, and reckon of 
charity, good works, duty, as fruits and effetbr, 
to be produced at leilure, when that faith 
comes to wvirility and ſtrength of fruttifying. 
What is all or any of this, butto charge God 
of perjury, totell him that smpenicenrs haye 
right to heaven, which he ſweares have nor, 
orto forge a new leaſe of heaven, and put it 
upon Chriſt ? the calmeſt fiyle I can ſpeak in, 
1, thatit is the beleeving of alye, and fo not 
faith, but folly, an eatie cheatableneſs of 
neart, and not confidence but preſumption, 
Hope a man may without actual performance 
of duty, becauſe he may amend hereafter , 
though he do not now, and ſo that poſſibility, 
and that furry may be ground of hope, 
but then this hope muſt ſer us preſently upon 
performance , He that bath thu hope purifies 
= himſelf} 
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himſelf, or elle, it is not that grace of hope, 
t an evvnJus a youthful daringueſs of 
ſoul, a twmor, a diſeaſe, a tympany of hope, 
and if ic ſell farther than it pmrge, if it put 
on confidence before holyneſs, this hope may 
be interpreted deſperation , an hope that ma- 
keth aſhamed, an utter deſtitmtion of that 
hope which muſt beſtead a Chriſtiay. O ler 
us be ſure then, our confidence, our claimes to 
heaven improve not above their proportion, 
that we preſerve this ſymmetry of the parts of 
grace; that our hope be but commenſurate to 
our foncerity , our daringneſs to our dnty. 
A double confidence there is, pro ftatn, and 
Abſolute ; pro ftatu, when upon urvey 
of my preſent conſtitution of ſoul , I claime 
right in Chriſts promiſes for the preſent, and 
doubt not but I ſhall be bleſs*d, if 1 be found 
ſo doing : Abſolute, when at the end of life, 
and fantting in of the day, I am able to make 
up my reckanings With S. Panl, I have fought 
a good fight, [ have finiſhed my coarſe, 7 
have kept the faith, henceforth there is laid up 
for me a crown of righteouſneſs, 2 crown of 
Felicity. IT have done whiarc I had to do, and 
now aumy dmkerrs there is nothing behind, 
but to receive my pays 
I haye been too long upon the gezeral con(1- 
deration of the connexion between confidence 
and duty, if it were an extravagance, I hope 
*ewas a pardonable one; I deſcend with ſpecd 
to the hypotheſis, the connexion berwixt thi 
confidence and this performance , claiming of 
temporal plenty upon giving of almes, my 
laſt particular, And that 1 ſhall give you 
clearly in this ove propoſition; That almes- 
E 3 giving 
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giving or mercifulneſs was neyer the waſting 
or leſſening of any mans eſtate to himſelf or 
his poſterity , bur rather the increaſing Of it. 
If 1 haye delivered a new dorine, that will 
not preſently be beleeved, an wnuſquiſque non 
poreſt capere , ſuch as every auditor will »ot 
ccnſent to, I doubt not but there be plain rexts 
of Scripture, more than one, which will aflure 
any Chriſtian of the truth of it. Conhider 
them at your leiſure, Pſal. 41, 1, 2. Pſal. 
I12. allto this purpoſe, Prov. 11, 25. & 12. 9+ 
& 19.17. and 28. 27. Adde to theſe the 
words of Chriſt, May. 10. 30. which though 
more generally delivered of any kind of 
parting with poſſeſſions for Chriſts ſake, are 
* applied by S. Hierome to the words of Solomon, 
Prov. 11, 24+ There u that ſcattereth and yet 
increa/eth, quia centuplum' ascipient in hoc 
rcmpore, becauſe, faith he, they receive an hun- 
ared fold in this world, And that no man may 
have any fſcruple to interpoſe , *cis ſet in as 
large, and comprehenſive a ſtyle, as the art, 
or covetoms , ſcrupulous wit of man could 
contrive for his own ſecurity, There # no 
man who ſhall not — 

- All which being put together muſt (to my 
underſtanding ) make ir as clear to any, that 
acknowledees theſe tor Scripture, as if the 
> M2 daughrer of woice were come back 
into the world again', and God ſhould call ro 
a man out of heayen by name, bid him re- 
lceve that poor man , and he ſhould never be 
the poorer for it. *Tis not now to be expeRed 
of mc in conſcience having produced thu kind 
of proof, the expreſs texts of Scripture, to 
adde any ſecond to it, ] might elſe farther 
evidence 
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evidence it from examples, not ſuch as oſ- 
chnss nawwviey Will furniſh you with, for I 
know not of what authority they are; nor 
yet from S. Hieromes obſervation, who is ſaid 
to have turned oyer hiſtories on purpoſe, and 
never found ahy merciful man, which me: 
not With ſome ſignal bleſſing in this world, 
as the reward 4 that virrme ; bur even by 
appealing to your ſelves, and challenging any 
man here preſent to bring but one inltance 
of a prudent almes-giver, that hath yearly or 
weekly conſecrated tome conſiderable part of 
his revenue or increaſe to that uſe, and can 
ſay that ever he found any real miſs of that, 
any more than of the b/od let out in a plen- 
rifie , nay, it he have done it conſtantly, and 
ſincerely from the one true principle, compli- 
ance with the command and example of Ged, 
Jet him ſpeak his con/cience, if he do not 
think, that all the reſt hath thrived che betcer 
for that, as Phlebotomie hath ſaved many 
mens /ives, letring out ſome ownces of blood 
been the ſecuring of the whole maſs, that ir 
hath had a /ecrer, bleſſing influence, a vital, 
auſpicious infeftion upon the remainder , by 
th's art of conſecrating our eſtates, inticling 
God tothe fence, and ſafegnard of them, as 
of his temples, and altars, that theeves, and 
oppreſſors, and devils, conceive a_reverence 
due to them, and a kind of ſacrilege to ap- 
proach, or purloyne from them , as they thac 
put the crows into their #mtraile, do thereby 
{: cure it to the right heir, that it can never be 
eur off. The poor widow, of Sarepta, what 2 
ſtrange trial made ſhe of this ermh ? When 
the laſt of ber ſtore was ferch'd out to make 
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the ſwneral feaſt for her ſelf and family, that 
they might cat and dy, that very /aſt cake, 
that al! that was left, ſhe gives to Elijah 
in his diftreſs, and this is ſo farre from 
ruining her , that ic brought a bleſſing on 
her barrel and her cy»/e, that ſhe and all hers 
were not able to exhanſt; 1 _—_ acde the 
poor widow inthe Goſpel, that, it we may be- 
leeve Chriſt, caſt in all that ſhe had into the 
Corban, even her whole ſubſtance ; the Chriſti- 
ans, that fold all and laid it at the Apoſtles 
feer, and yet we never read of any of cheſe, 
that brought himſelf to diſtreſs by this 
means. Burt thele are ex abwndauti, more than 
is required for the vouching of my preſent 
propofition, and of a higher ſtrain, than wha 
I defien for your imitation, | 
'Tis time that I begin to retire, and wind 
up with ſome application, which you cannot 
imag ne ſhould be any other, 'after all this 
preparation, but a Go and do thou likewiſe, 
And if you can but beleeve this one thing, 
that I have brought many witneſſes from heaven 
to reſtifie, that your goodneſs ſhall not impaire 
your plenty, that your ſtore ſhall never be 
leſſened by fo giving, 1 doubt not but you 
will be as forward to go, as any man to have 
you. The onely hold-back is the affettion and 
paſſionate love , that we bear to our wealth, 
that «ft, or ſenſuality of the eye, as the 
Apoſtle cals ir. *Tis ordinarily obſerved of 
young men and diſſolute, that they haye many 
Limes a great aptneſs and ingenionſneſs and 
withall patience to any ſpeculative know- 
ledge, the Mathematicks, or any ſuch the 
abltruſeft Nudies, but for moral precepre, 
2 rulcs 
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rules of good /ife, they will not be digeſted; 


And, my brethren, give me leave to tell you 
in the /piric of meekneſr, that the like, in 
another reſpeR, is obſerved of this auditory, 
any thing wherein their wea/th is not concer- 
ned, is moſt readily entertained, none more 
attentive, ingenious auditors ; but when theic 
profit is *ntrench'd on, their beloved golden 
5dol (of which I may fay with Moſes, O this 
prople have committed a great fin, made them 
Goas of gold ) when this, I ſay, begins to be 
in danger, as the filver ſprines at S. Pauls 
preaching, At. 19. then, as it followes in 
that place, the whole city # filed with con- 
Fuſion : like that young man in the Goſpe', 
that would do any thing that Chri/# would 
require, Good Maſter, what ſhall 1 do to 5n- 
herit eternal life ! So far as that Feſms loved 
him, when he beheld him ; Yet when Chriſt 
proceeds to the ty ons u5zea , one thing 's wan- 
ting to thee, ga ſell,give to the poor,then followes 
the gz2emz; , and auvreulOr, be went away 
fad and ſorrowful, fighing and groaning, as if 
he had been to part with b/ood and bowels , 
And this is the ground of Chriſts moſt con- 
fiderable obſervation, 7s dS uUmoney how hard 
(and ms; dIyvany how impoſſible) 15 it for 4 
rich man to enter the Kingdome of heaven, 
for a worldly minded man to be a Chriſtian ? 

Could you bur reduce into order this one 
mighty exorb;rant humour, purge ou: this 

2MN FT mzi%, as S. Peter calls it, this over- 
flowing of the gall, this choler and bitterneſs, 

tnat lyes c-k'4 upon the ſoul, that ovvSeouss 

&f12iy as he goes on, in the aggravating of 
eevetonſneſr, we Engliſh it, band of iniquity, 
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but it fgnifies a complication of wickedyeſs 
bound up all in one volume, mingled into one 
hypoſtaſis, this legion of earthly devils, that 
came out of the tombes ro enter into thee , 
and there continue cr) ing and cutting thee with 
ſtones ; T ſhould then proceed with ſome heare 
and jpitic, & cell you that, that every man knows 
bur tuch demontackes, that almes-giving is in it 
ſelf a thing that any man living, if he I but 
the reltques of wnregenerate nature, and the 
yotion of a Deviy about him, would take 
pleaſure in it, were he but fatisfied of this 
one /cruple, that 'twould not hinder his thri- 
ving in-this world. '7# more bleſſed to give 
than to receive, is the Apophthegme of S, Paul 
quored from Chriſt, though it be not rehearſed 
in the Goſpel, and * Clemens hath turned it 
into a maxime, wemdoms wargety, s KTINs 
Semroes, *ris giving not poſſeſſing that ſignifies 
a tran to be bappy; and this happineſs the 
higheſt, and moſt divine fort of happineſs, 
'r15 a bleſſed thing to give. And of the ſame 
irclination jn the worſ# of you, I will no more 
deubt, than I do of your being mey, of your 
having hamane ſouls about you, could you 
be but fortified againſt this one rerror, were 


but this oe trembling ſpirit exorciſed, and caſt. 


ority, this apprehenſion ol impairing your 
eſtates by that means ; Now of this an orai- 
wary Jew makes fo little dowbr, meeriy upon 
authority of the places of the 01d Teſtament, 
which I cited, that he may read thee a /ef& re 
of faith in this particular. Pan{us Fagins 
a{ſures me of the moderne Jewes, who have 
got been obſcryed to be over-/iberal, that they 
{4111 obſerye the payment of the pror mans tithe, 
| meerly 
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meerly out of deſign to i»rich themſelyes by 
that means, and tells us of a Proverb of 
* Rabbi Akiba, "yy 1D MWwynR tithes «ph Ava. 
are the hedges ro our riches, and on the con- & 3+ P- 56 
| rrary, *thatchere be /ſevex kinds of judgements 
that come upon the world for ſeven prevaricati- 
os, and the firſt is famine upon not rithing, and 
the ſecond again , another kind of famine upon 
another not rithing, and that ſecond plainly be- | | 
longs to the poor mans tithing, when (as it * fol- © **» 
lowes) ſome are full, and others are famiſhd, and 

the third is a plague upon not obeying the Law 
concerning the fruits of the Sabbatical year, 

which you know, were to be /eft to the poor , 

And again that there are four ſeaſons, where- 

in the plagre was wont to rage eſpecially, in 

the fourth year upon the 0» payment of the 

poor mans tithe the third year , on the ſeventh, 

upon the like defaule in the fxth, inthe end of 
| the ſeventh, upon default concerning the ſe- 

venth years fruits , that were to be free and 

common , and the laſt yearly, in the cloſe of 

the feaſt of rabernacles, upon the robbing of 

the poor of thoſe gifts that at that time were 

left unto them, the * pleanings of the harveſt, ® p.rog,n1u; 
and vintage, the corners of the field, the fallings, 

&c, Adde to this one place more of Rabbs,,, _ 
* Bechai, Though, faith he, ir be «»lawful :. b; 
ro prove cr tempt the Lord, tor a man muſt 
not ſay, 1 will performe ſuch a commanament, 
to the end, I may proſper in riches, yet Mal. 3. 
Io. and Prov. 3. 10. there i an exception for 
| payment of tithes and works of mercy , intima- 
ting that on the performance of this duty 

we may expett even miracles to make us rich, 
3nd ſer to that performance on nt 
an 
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and confidence of that promiſe. And *cis 
ſtrange, that we Chriſtians ſhould find more 
difficulty m bcleeving this, than the griping 
reprobated Jewes ; ſtrange, that all thoſe books 
of Scriptewre ſhould be grown apoeryphal, 
zuſt fince the minute , that I cited thoſe te- 
ſtimonies owe of them. This I am reſolved 
on », 'tis. want of belief, and nothing cle, 
that keeps men from the prattice of this 
duty, whatſoever 'tis in other fins, we may 
beleeve aright, and yet do coxtrary ( our ws 
derſtanding hath not ſuch a contronling power 
over the Wil, as fome imngine) yer in 
this particular, this cannot be pretended ; 
Could this one wountais be removed, the 
leſſening of our wealth that almes-giving is 
accnſed of, could this one ſcandal to fleſh 
and blood be Kkick'd out of the way, there is 
no other devil would take the wnmerciful mans 
part, no other temptation moleſt the almes- 
giver, And how «juſt a thing this is, how 
qnite contrary to the prattice at all other Ser- 
mons, I appeal to your ſelves, At other 
tim?s the dofFrine raiſed from any Scriptare 
is eaſily digeſted, but all the demurre is avout 
the prattical inference ; but her? when all is 
done, the truth of the doftrine Bill | that we 
hal not be the poorer for alogtvice ] isthat, 
that can never go dowa with us, lyes ſtill cr4e 
#1:0ncoted in, our Romachs; A ftrange pre- 
poſſeſſion of worldly hearts, a petitio prin- 
cipii, that no artiſ> would indare from us. 
I mult not be fo znchriſtian whatſoever you 
mean to be, as to think there is need of any 
farther demonſtration of it, after ſo many 
plain places of Scripeure haye been produced ; 
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Let me onely tell you , that you haye no more 
evidence for the truth of Chrifts coming into 
the world, for all the fandamentals of your 
faith, on which you are content your ſalvation 
ſhould depend, than ſuch as I haye given you 
for your ſecurity in this point. Do not 
now make a mockery at this do&rine, and 
either with the Few in Cedrenw, or the Chri- 
ſtian in Palladius , throw away all you have, 
at one /argeſſe, to ſee whether God will gather 
ic up for you again, bur ſer ſoberly,and /olermme- 
ly about the duty, in the fear of God, and com- 
plyance with his will, and in bewels of com- 
paſſion to thy poor brethren , that Rand in need 
of thy comfort, thoſe Emeralds and Jacinths, 
that * Macarins perſwaded the rich virgin 
to lay out her wealth upon ; and this out of 
no other s»/idiow or vain-gloriow, but the 
one , pure, Chriſtian forementioned deſign, and 
put it to the venture, if God ever ſuffer thee 
to want , what thou haft thus beſtowed. * Do- 
rotheus hath excellently flated this, l1l20zes. 
iS, There are, ſaith he, that give almes, Jie 
mT oyndHhia m8 x netov, thar their farmes may 
proſper , x, © dds ivnoydi m yoetoys and God 
bleſſeth and proſpers their farmes ; There be 
that do it for the good ſucceſs of their voy- 
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age, and God proſpers their woyage ; ſome 


for their children and God preſerves their 


children ; yea and ſome to get praiſe, and 


God affords them that, and fruſtrates none 
in the merchandiſe he deſigned to traffick for, 
but gives every one that which he aimed at 
in his liberality. Bur then all theſe traffic- 


hers muſt not be ſo unconſcionable, as to lock. 


for any arreare of farther reward, when they 


are 
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are thus paid at preſent, they muſt remember 
zIt&y taumis mg. TW $16» they have no depoſi- 
tum behind laid up with God for them, and 
therefore "tis neceſſary for a Chriſtian to propoſe 
to himſelf more ingenuomu deſignes; to do what 
he doth in obedience to, and out of a pure 
love of God, and then there 1s more than all 
theſe, even a kingdome prepared for him. 
Hat. 25. 

I muſt draw to a concluſion, and I cannot 
do it more ſeaſonably, more to recapitulate, 
and inforce all that hath been ſaid, than in 
the words of /Halachy, C. 3. 10. ' Bring you 
all the tithes into the ſtorehouſe (no doubt but 
this comprehends the duty in the text, the 
compleveris anno tertio, the poor mans tith- 
ing ) that there may be meat in my honſe, and 
prove me now herewith, ſaith the Lord of 
hoſts, if I will not open you the windowes of 
beaven, and poure Jou out a bleſſing, that there 
fhall not be room.enough to receive it. If this will 
not open the miſers hand, #nſhrivel the world- 
lings heart, I cannot invent an exgine canning, 
or ſtrong enough to do it, Thou that haſt 
zired, and haraſs d out thy ſpirits,in an improſpe- 
r0#8, ſucceſleſs purſuit of riches, digged and 
drudged inthe mines, thy ſonl as well as thou, 
and all the produttion of thy patience, and 5n- 
daftry crumbled and monldered away bewixt 
thy fingers, thou that wouldeſt fain be »:ch, 
and canſt not get P/4tus to be ſo kind to thee, 
art willing to give Satan his owa asKing, 
thy proſtravers, for his totum hoc, to 90 down 
to hell for that merchanaice, and yet art not 
able tro compaſs it, let me direct thee ro a more 
probable courle of obtaining, thy deſsgnes , 
rt 
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to a more thriving trade, a more ſucceſsful 
voyage, not all the devorions thou dayly num- 
breſt to the devil or good fortune, nor all the 
inventions, and engines, and tratagemes of 
coverouſneſs managed by the moſt pratticed 
worldling, can eyer tend ſo much to the ſecu- 
Ying thee of abundarce in this life, as this one 
compleveris of the text, the payment of the 
poor mans tithing. And then ſuffer thy (ef 
for once to be diſabuſed, vive over the world- 
lings way, with a hac nox ſucceſſit, reforme 
this error of good husbandry, this miſtake of 
frugality, this hereſie of the worldling, and 
come to this new Enſarers office, exeted by 
God himſelf, prove and try if God do not open 
thee the windowes of heaven—— ſhall I adde 
for the concluſion of 'all, the mention of that 
poor, #unconſidered: merchandice, the treaſures 
of heaven, after all chis wealthis at an end, 
the riches of the . celeſtial paradiſe, which 
like that other of Exen is the poling of Geogra- 
phers , pars terre incopnita, undiſcovered yet 
tothe worldlings heart, Me thinks there ſhould 
be no hart inthat, if ſuch friends may be made 
of this Mammon of unrighteouſneſs, this falſe- 
hearted, unfaithful wealth of yours, that when 
you tail, they may receive you into everlaſting 
habitations , {ure this may be allowed to joyn 
with other motives to the performance of a 
well-taſted, wholſome duty. In a word, If earth, 
and heaven combined rogether, be worth con- 
fdering , the poſſeſſion of the one, and reverſion 
of the other , abundance and affluence here, 
the yearly wages of almes-giving, and joyes - 
and eternity hereafter, the final reward of 
almes-giving, a preſent coronet, and a future 
CYOWN; 
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trown, a Canaan below, and a Jeruſalem a- 
bove, if the comjnnttion of theſe two may haye 
ſo much i»flzence on your hearts, as in con- 
templation of them to ſet you about the mo- 
tion, that »atzre it ſelf inclines you to, and 
neither world, ner fleſh haye any manner of 
quarrel to feign againſt it, then may I hope, 
that] have not preach'd in vain, that what 
I have now enely, as a precentor, begwnto you, 
the whole chorws will anſwer in the conmerpart, 
what hath been now proclaimed to your ear, 
be ecchoed back again by your bearts, and 
lives, and the yeryeft ftoxe inthe temple rake 
up its part, the hardeft impenetrableſt, unmer- 
crſulleſt heart joyn in the &wrpatoy, 

And this ſhall be the ſumme not onely of 
my exhortation, but my prayer, That thac 
God of mercies will open your ejes firſt, and | 
then your hearts to the acknowledgement, and 
prattice of this duty, dire& your = in the 


husbandring that treaſure \ntruſted to them, 
that mercy being added to your zeal, Charity 
to your devetion, your goodneſs may ſhine as 
well as bars, that men may ſee, and taſte your 
good works, glorifie God for you here, and you 
_ your crows of glory from God here. 
ater, 


The End, 
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mary more when rhey came to the praftice of 
1-, many Quarrels you would have 2gainft ic; 
e that were merciful already, would think his 
Life would become a debr, his bownty duty, and 
ſo he wronged and robd of the renown of his c94- 
rity, by this aofrine; ard the cove:ows, that 
were aot inclined ro givizg art all, would com- 
plain that this were a new kind of gheſtly 
feealth, a way of robbing him out of the pelpir, 
of burthening his cenſcrexce, and lightning his 
bagges, and both joyneia the inditment of it 
for a Judaical, antiquated deftrine, thac hath 
nothing to do with Chriſtians. And therefore 
to do no more, than I ſhall j«ufifie from the 
principles of the Gefpel; I ſhall confeſs unto 
you, that this precepr, as it wasgiven to the 
Jewer, is not obligirg uaro Chr:ftians, and 
therefore I have not yer told you ic was, 
but cnely gave you to conſider, what Gcds 
judgement was for the wavy to his own people. 
Oxcely by way of application to our ſelves, 
oive me leave toadde theſe foxr things, which 
] ſhall deliver in as mary propoſitions; 1. That 
mercifylneſs or cEarity or giving almes is no 
part of the Ceremonial Law, which is proper- 
ly 7444i/me, but of the erernal law of reaſon 
zrd nature, part of the oath or Sacramert, 
that is given us, when the fiat homo is firſt 
pronennced to us, 2 ray of Gods mercifzlxefs 
infuled jnto u5 with our hamane nature ; in 2 
word , that w+rcaf.e/ne/7 is all one with h:ma- 
5/7, a precept of the nature, the God, the 
for:l we carry about with us. 2, That beiog 
ſo, it comes within the compaſs of thoſe Laws, 
that Chrift came 8% yarro(Coar ans mango ay 
wor to defixry but to fulfil, 1. ec, as the Fathers 
before 


| 


| 
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before S. Angaſtine, generally interpreted it, 


ro 5mwprove it, ſet ir higher, thaa it was before, 


require more of Chriſtians, thaneyer was exacted 
of the 7ewsor heathens by the Law of Miſes 


or of Na:mre. Thus * [renexe, mentioning , 


Chriſt: improvement of the Law, pro eo qued 
eft, Non mechaberi nec concupiſcere precepit, 
for, T how ſhalt not commit adultery, thou ſhale 
nor lock_ to laft, he addes, pro eco quod ft de 
eumare, omnia que ſunt panperibrus dividere, 
inſtead of tithing ( this third years tithing ) 
thou ſopalt divide all thon haſt ts the poor, O1VC 
them ſome plentifsl part of it, And this fai:a 
he, an af of Chrift, non ſolvents, ſed adim- 
plents, extendentis, dilatanits legem, mt 
looſing, bat filing up, extending, dilating the 
Law. And * S. Hierome, on 2 Cor. 8. 20. 
avoiding thus that xo man ſhould blame 1— 
explains it thus, {eſt avyy ſhould ſay, how did 
Chriſt fill up or fulfil the Law, cum videamus 
Chriſtianos non tantam eleemoſynam facere 
quantaem fiers in lege preceptum eſt,* when we 
ſee Chriſtians net give ſo much almes, 4s was 
by the Law of Moſes preſcribed to be given. 
3%, Thar there were among the Jewes rwo 
ſorts cf mercif*lneſs, the firſt called literally 
riobteouſneſs, and by the Seprnagine, when it 
belongs ro workes of mercy, is rendred ſometimes 
Sirgroourn righteouſneſs , ſometimes inenuocuyy 
mercy, and this is that mercifulneſs chat Moſes's 
Law required cf theJewes,and fo vas part of their 
righteouſneſs, he was 2 breaker of the Law, that 
did negle& r,and fo op:ra juſt itie in Lattantine , 
the works of righteonſneſs, meaning works of 
charity, by thit phraſe. The ſecond was 
werc)s i. & an higher degree of charity, rather 

D 4 benignity, 
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benignity, merciſnlneſs, being full of g80d works 
and this was more than their Law exatted, and 
therefore was ſtyled goodneſs, as that was more 
than righteouſneſs. 47, That by force of the 
ſecond propoſition, and by the tenure of Evan- 
gelical perfeftion, that Chriſt commended to his 
aiſciples, this higheſt degree of mercifulneſs 
among the Jewes is now the Chriſtians tack, 
and that, to him that will be perfe#, yet in an 
higher degree, not onely that degree, which the 
Law required of the Jew, a little ras/ed, and 
improved by us, for that will be bur the Chriſti - 
ans righteouſneſs, but even the benignity of 
the Jews, abundance of mercy , improved and 
2ularged by us alſo, And from theſe premiſes 
if I may in the name of God take boldneſs to 
inferre my concluſion, it can be no other than 
this; That the proportion to be obſerved by 
the Chriſtian almes-giver, tO ſpeak at the leaſt , 
muſt be more in any reaſon than "the thirtieth 
part of his revenxe or increaſe; The thir:ieth 
15 but equivalent to the third years tithing of 
the Jews, which was their r*ghteonſneſs, that 
which they were bound to do by the Law, the 
Phariſee, did as much, and Chriſt tells us, that 
except our righteouſneſs,H11a100vvy vuarthe very 
word that ſignifies the /egal almes-giving many 
times in the Bible, and who knowes but it may 
do lo here , of this there is no doubt, but ic be- 
longs to charity, or duty toward men in its lati- 
tude, of which a/mes-giving is one molt ſpeci- 
all part, and except our righteouſneſs exceed the 
righkteonſneſs of the Scribes and Phari{ces we 
foall in no wiſe enter into the hingdome of heaven, 
the text, on which that heavenly Goſpel-Sermon 
yas preach'd upon the A1cznr. If we have any 
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deſiga toward Evangelical perfetion, toward 
the Chriſtian pitch, the abundance of goodneſs 
and mercifalneſs , as that is improved by Chri- 
ſtianity , than this third years tithing will 
prove but a beggerly, thin proportion, that, 
that a Jew, if he were a religious one, wonld 
have been ' aſhamed of, But be our aimes never 
ſo moderate, if a door-keepers place will ſerve 
our turn, to be one of the Nethinim, of the 
meaneſt rank, in the kingdome of heaven, yer 
Rill we muſt exceed that proportion. of the 
Jewes righteouſneſs , their third years tithe, 
that they were bound to, or elſe we are 
ſtrangely miſtaken in Chriſtianity. I am un- 
willing to: deſcend ro the arraigning, or 5ndi- 
fling, or ſo much. as)examining any man here, 
for the omiſſions of his former life in this 
kind; my humble ſowlyeſt requeſt is, that you 
will do ic your ſelves, and it either through 
ignorance you have not reckoned of it as 
a duty: or through deſire to thrive in 
the world, you have omitted to pratti/e it 
heretofore, you will now at laſt at this inſtance, 
take it into your confideration, and remember 
that there is ſuch a thing, as charity, (apale, 
wan, deſpiſed creature) commended to Chriſti- 
ans by Chriſt, not to ſuffer it any longer to go 
tor one of thoſe Aſagicians Serpents, which 
faith like Ioſes's rod is appointed to devonr, 
if it do, know this that that red is the verier 
ſerpent of the two; and for the quickning that 
reſolution in you, I ſhall proceed unto the 
third particular, the in 4, to conſider it :as 
a duty, angſo.to make an end of my firſt 
general. : 57. 
* In this ſlorbful, but confident age of the 
: | world, - 
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world , *cwere admirably worth ones pains, to 
mſtcut men, what duty is, now under che 
Goſpel, what the very word fignifies in a 
Chriſtian Nomenclature. There are ſo many 
deſcants of fantaſtical brains on that plain 
fong of the eApoſtles, We are not under the 
law , but ander grace | that'tis ſcarce agreed 
on among Chriſtsans, what *tis to be a Chri- 
ftien, nothing more unrelolyed, than what *cis, 
thats now required under the ſecond Covenant, 
as neceffary ro ſalvation, One thinks that the 
beleeving all fundamentals is the #y drayrgtor, 
the oxely qualification for a Chriſtian , and 
what hath daty to do with that? Another 
makes the Goſpel conhiſt all of promiſes of 
what ſhall be wrought in us, and on us by 
Chriſt, and ſo gives an abſolnte Superſedeas 
for duty, as a legal ont-dared thing, that is 
utterly antiquated by grace. Another con- 
tents himſelf with purpoſes and reſolutions, 
thin, aery inclinations to duty, and is utterly 
indifferent for, any performance , doubts not 
but to paſs for a Chriſtian, as regenerate as 
S. Panl , when he wrote, c. 7. to the Romans, 
though he never do the good that he reſolver, 
tive and dy carnal and captived and ſold under 
fin. A fourth diſſolves all toa new found faith; 
A ful perſwaſion, an abſelnte aſſurance, that 
he is oneof Gods ele, is abundantly ſufficient 
to eſtace himſelf in that number, a piece of 
marich , or conjuring, that will help any man 
ro heaven, that will but phanſy it, enrol 
their names in the hoo; of life, in thoſe ſacred 
eternal diptyckes, by dreaming onely that they 
are there already. Others there are, that ſeem 


kinder unto duty, arc content to allow Chriſt 
ſome 
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ſome return of performances for all his ſuffe- 
rings, yet youlce in the Goſpel, *cis in one but 
the patience of hearing him preach, A | Lord 
thou haſt taught in our ſtreets | we have heard 
ſo many Sermons, pales for a ſufficient pretenfi- 
on to heaven, in another, the communicating at 
his table, | ie have eat and drank in thy pre- 
ſence } a. ſufficient viaticum for that long jour- 
ey, 4 charme, or amnulet againſt fear or danger; 
In a third, the diligence of a bended knee, or 
ſolemne lock of formal-ontfide-worſhip, muſt 
be taken in commuration for all other duty, and 
all chis while re/igion is brought up in the 
Gentlemans trade, good cloths and idleneſs, or 
of the Lilies of the field, veſtirs & non labo- 
rare, to be clothed and not /abenr ; duty is too 
wechanical a thing, the op or the plough, the 
work, of faith, .or labour of love are things too 
vile, too ſordid for them to ſtoop to; heaven 
will be had without ſuch ſolicitors. Shall I 
inftance in one particular more? that Satar 
may be ſure that duty ſhall neyer reſcxe any 
prey out of his hands, one thing you may ob- 
ſerve, that moſt men never come to treat with 
ic, to look after, to conſider any ſuch thing, till 
indeed the time comes that no man worketh, 
till the tokens be out upon them, till the cry 
comes, that the bridegroome 1s ready to enter, 
that judgement 1 at the doore, and then there 
is ſuch r4nning about for oile, as if *rwere for 
extreme #»ntlion, and that a Sacrament to con- 
erre all grace ex opere operato on him, that 
hath ſcarce /ife enough to diſcern, that he re- 
ceivedir ; The ſoul Nleeps in its tenement, as long 
as its leaſe laſteth, and when tis expired, then ic 
rouſeth, and makes as if *twould get co _ , 
| rac 
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the Chriſtian thinks not of ation, of duty, 
of good works, of any thing, whileſt. /ife and 
health laſtzth , but: then the ſummons of death 
wake him, and the prayers which he can re- 
peat, while his c/orhes are putting off , ſhall 
charme him , like opium, for a quiet ſleep. 
Thus doth a death-bed repentance, a death-bed 
charity, a parting with fins and wealth, when 
we can hold them no longer, look as big in 
the Calendars of Saints , ſtand as ſolemnely 
and demurely in our diptyckes, as judgement 
and mercy and faith, that have born the heat 
and burthen of the day; Our hearts are har- 
dened, while it 1s to day , againſt all the 5n- 
vaſion of Law or Goſpel, judgements or mer- 
cies , threats or promiſes, all Chriſts methods 
and ſfratagems of grace, and juſt at the cloſe 
of the' evening , the ſhutting in of night, we 
give out that the rhaunderbo/t hath converted 
us, the feaver came with its fiery chariet , and 
hurryed us up to heaven; Surdus + mutus 
teſt amentum facit, quite againſ# Juſtinians 
rule ; he that hath ſent out moſt of his /ex/es 
before him, and retains but the laſt g/immering 
of life, 1s allowed to make his 1/1! and re- 
verſe all former a#s by that one final, Sata 
hath all the man hath co give, under hand and 
ſeal, all hislife time, the ſpring eſpecially and 

verdure of his age, the children paſs through 

the fire to Holoch, and juſtas he is a dropping 

out of the world, he makes ſignes of cancelling 

that will, and by a dumb aft of revocation, be- 

queaths his ſoul to God, and his Executor 

mult ſee it paid among other legacies, and all 

this paſſes for /egal in the Comrr, and none of 
the Cangns againſt the antient Clinics can be 

; heard 
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heard againſt them; The greateſt wound to 
auty, that ever yet it mer with among Chriſti» 
ans. Thus do our vain phanſies, and wainer 
hopes joyn to ſupplant duty and good works, 
and diſmiſs them out of the Church, and it all 
Or any of this be orthodox divinity ; rhen ſure 
the. daty of almes-giving will prove a ſuſpefted 
phraſe, heretics charatters, of an heretical 


* ſtampe, and then I am fallen on a thankleſs 
argument, which yet I muſt not retra#, or re- 
, pent of, bur in the- name of Ged, and S. Paul, - 


| #nthis way that theſe men call hereſie, beleech 


and conjure you to worſhip the God of your 


fathers, For this purpoſe ſhall I make my 


addreſs to you in Daniels words, Dan. 4.27. 
Break, off your fins by righteouſneſs and your 
iniquities by ſhewing mercy tothe poor, righte- 
onſneſs and mercy, the two degrees of almes- 
giving, that I told you of; I hope that will 
not be /#ſpefted, when be ſpeaks it. Shall I teſt 
you what duty #, what is now required of a 
Chriſtian , and that in the propher Micha's 
phraſe, Mich. 6. 8. And now what doth the 
Lord thy God require of thee but to do juſtice, 
and to love mercy, aud to walk humbly with 
thy God, juſtice and wercy, the two degrees 
of almes-giving again, that I told you of, 
and I hope it will not prove offenſive, when 
he ſpeaks it. $hall I cell you of a »ew religion, 
and yet that a pre one, and the ſame a» old 
religion, and yet that an wndefiled ( for lo the 
beloved diſciple calls this duty of charity, 2 
new Commandment, and an old Commanament, 
1 Joh. 2.) it ſhall be in S. Fames his words, 
Jam. 1.27. Pure religion and undefiled before 
Ged and the Father ts this, to viſt the ag" 
Fs | an 


£ 


The Poor mans Ththing. 
and widow in their affliction, and to keep him- 
ſelf unſpotted from the world. Shall I tell you 
in one word, that though heaven be given us 
freely , yet almes-giving- is the conſideration 
mentioned in the conveyencey, that men are ac- 
knowledged the bleſſed of God, and caled to 
heaven, upon the performance of this d4xty, thar 
akhough it pretend not to any mere, either 
ex congruo,. or condigno, yet *tisa duty moſt 
acceptable in the fight of God, that almes- 
giving is mentioned, when aſſurance is lefc 
out, charity crown'd, when confidence is re- 
jzeaed ? I loye not to be either magifteria/, or 
quarrelſome, but to ſpeak the words of rrmth 
and ſobriety, to learn, and if it be poſſible to 
have peace with all men ; _ give me leave 
to read you a few words, that S. Matthew 
tran{cribed from the month of Chriſt, at. 25. 
35. Then ſhall the King ſay to them on hi right 
hand ( who ſhould the King be, but Chriſt 
himſelf? ) Come ye bleſſed of my Father, 14+ 
ceive the Kingdome prepared for you from the 
fonndation of the world, For I was an hun- 
gred and ye gave me meat. Tell me in the 
name of era#th and peace, who now were they, 
for whom the Kingdome was prepared from the 
foundation of the world ; who were there the 
objefls of that great doomeſday eleftion, his 
venite Beneastts ? If Chriſt do not tell you, 
neither do I, the text is of age /et it ſpeak for 
1 ſelf, For I was an hungred and ye gave me 
meat, If all this will juſtifte the dof#rive, and 
make this rext Chriſtian, perſwade your 
judgements, that charity may be the queen 
of heaven ( maxima antem bharum charitas, 


the greateſt of theſe # charity ) without affront, 


or 
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or 5njury done to any other grace; I hope 
it will be ſealonable for your prattice alſo, 
as it hath becn for your meditation, become 
your hands as well as it doth now your 
ares. 

And to infuſe ſome /ife , ſome alacrionſneſs 
into you , for that purpoſe, I ſhall deſcend to 
the more /exſctive, quickning, inlivening par! 
of this text, the benefit ariſing from the per- 
formance of this duty, Dicas coram Domino, 
then thou ſhalt or mayeft (ay before the Lord 
thy God. And in that I promiled you two 
things; 1. To ſhew you i» thefi, That confi« 
dence or claiming any thing at Gods hands, 
muſt take its ri/e from duty in performance. 
2. In hypotheſi , to give you the connexion be- 
ewixt this confidence, and ths performance, clai- 
ming of temporal plenty , upon giving of almes. 

t. 1» the, That confidence, or claiming 
any thing at Gods hands muſt take its riſe from 
duty in performance. 

If chere be any doubt of the truth of this, 
I ſhall give you but ove oround of proof , 
which I think will be demonſtrative, and *cis 
that, that wilt eafhly be »nderffood, 1 am 
ſure, I hope, as cahily conſented to ; That all 
the promiſes of ; God, even of Chriſt in the 
Goſpel, are conditional promiſes, not perſonal, 
for the Law deſcends not to particnlar per- 
ſens (and in this the Goſpel is*+a Law too, 
vouos mixws the Law of faith ) nor abſolute, 
as that ſignifies srreſpeftive or excluſive of 
qualifications or demeannre, for that is all one 
with perſonal, and if either of thoſe were true, 
then ſhould Chr;f be what he renonnces, 
a avoomaniiins an acceprter 'of perſons ard 
individual 
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sndividual entities; and fo the mercies of hea- 
ven, belong to Saul the perſecater, as truely 
as Panl the Apoſtle, Saul the injurious, as 
Paul the abundant lahonrer, Saul the blaſphe- 
mer, as Paul the martyr : It remains then, 
that they be conditional promiſes, and lo they 
- are explicitely, for the moſt part, the condiri- 
0 named, and ſpecified, 2 Cor, 6. 17. Come 
out and be you ſeparate, and ronch not the un- 
holy thing ; the condition you ice {et foremoſt in 
the [ndenture, and theh, I will receive you— 
and therefore moſt /ogically inferres the Apo- 
file, inthenext words the begining of c. 7. 
Having therefore theſe promiſes let us cleanſe 
our ſelves from all filthyneſs of the fleſh and 
ſpirit , perfefting holyneſs in the fear of God. 
Had the promiſes been of any other fort, bur 
the £myyeAla TTL » theſe i- C. conditional 
promiſes, the Apoſtles illation of ſo much duty 
cleanſing and perfetting, had been utterly »x- 
concluſive , it nor impertivent. So Rom. 8, 28, 
All things work together for good; to whom ? to 
them that love God, x7' apitzny xanmis fn, 
to them that are called according to purpoſe, 
the word [" called ] a noun in that place nota 
participle , noting a real, not onely sntentional 
paſſion, thoſe that are. wrought upon by Gods 
call, and are now in the catalogue of the 43amv- 
T*5s + Indy, the lovers of God, and that is the 
condition in the ſubjet ; and then to them that 
are thus qualified, belotgs that chain of mer- 
cies, predeſtination, vocation tO a conformity 
with Chriſt, juſtification, glorification, imme- 
diately enſuing. You ſee the proof of my 
ground by a taſte or two. Now what conditi- 
on. . this is, that is thus prefix'd to Goſpels 
promiſes 
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promiſes, that is not obſcure neither ; Not 
abſolute exatt, never ſinning, perfebt obedience, 
that. was the condition of the firſt covenant, 
made in paradiſe , when there was ability to 
performe it, but a condition proportioned to 
our ſtare, ſincerity in lieu of perfetion, repen- 
tance in exchange for innocence y evangelical 
inſtead of /egal righteouſneſs, beleeving in the 
heart, i.e. cordial obedience to the whole Law 
of Chriſt, impartial without hypocriſie or in- 
dulgence in any known (im, perſevering and 
conſtant Without apoſtacy,or final defettion, and 
at laſt humble,without boaſting. If you will come 
yet heerer to a full Gghr of it, ſometimes regene- 
ration or new life is ſaid to be the condition, Ex- 
cept you be born again you can iii no wiſe enter. 
Neither circamcifion nor uncircumciſion, but 4 
new creature.Sometimes holyne/r,without which 
nemo Denm, no man ſhall ſee the Lord: Sometimes 
repentance in groſs, nay but except you repent; 
ſometimes in the zetaile, repentance divided 
into its parts, he that confeſſeth and forſaketh 
ſhall bave mercy ; ſometimes repentance alone, 
but now commands all men every where to re- 
pent, as if all duty were conrained in that ; 
ſomecimes in conjunttion with faith, repent you 
and beleeve the Goſpel, ſometimes faith, ſome-. 
times love, ſometimes /elf-denyal ,” ſometimes 
mercifulneſs, ſometimes hope, but that an_ 
Hanide mullw, a [this hope] that ſets us a pu- 
rifying, every one of theſe, when you meet 
them ſingle, goes for the onely neceſſary, the 
adequate condition of the Goſpel, to teach you 
to take them up all, as you find them, leave 
neyer an one negleRed, or deſpiſed, leſt that be 
the betraying of all the Ly bur make up one 


jewel 


The Poor mans Tithing. 


jewel of theſe ſo many leſſer gemmes, one 
body of thele ſo many /imbes, one recipe 
compounded of ſo many ingredients, which 
you may ſuperſcribe Terpaguaxey, Catholicon, 
or the whole duty of man. From this general 
propoſition, without the aid of any aſſ«mption, 
we may conclude demonſtratively enough , 
promiſes of the Goſpel are conditional promiſes, 
therefore all confidence muſt take ri/e from 
duty, Daty is the performance of that condi- 
troy, and to be confident without that, 1s to 
conclude without premiſes, and conſequently 
to claime juſtification, or pardon of ſins, be- 
fore ſanttificatios be beoun in the heart, to 
challenge right to heaven, before repentance 
be rooted on earth, to make faith the firſt 
grace , and yet define that aſſwrance of ſal- 
vation , to apply the merits of Chriſt to our 
ſelves the firſt thing we do, and reckon of 
charity, good works, duty, as fruits and effetts, 
to be produced ar leiture, when that fairh 
comes to wvirility and ſtrength of fruttifying. 
What is all or any of this, butto charge God 
of perjury, totcll him that smpenitents haye 
right to heaven, which he ſweares have not, 
orto forge a new leaſe of heaven, and put it 
upon Chriſt ? the calmeſt ſtyle I can ſpeak in, 
is, thatit is the beleeving of alye, and fo not 
faith, but folly, an cafie cheatableneſs of 
neart, and not confidence but preſumption. 
Hope a man may without att#al performance 
of duty, becauſe he may amend hereafrer , 
though he do not now, and ſo that poſſibility, 
and that farwrity may be ground of hope, 
but then this hope muſt ſet us preſently upon 
performance , He that bath thu hope purifies 


himſelf, 
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himſelf; or elle, it is not that grace of hope, 
but an evSdlaa a youthful daringueſs of 
foul, a txmor, a diſeaſe, a tympany of hope, 
and if it well farther than it parge, if it put 
on confidence before holyneſs, this hope may 
be interpreted deſperation , an hope that ma- 
keth aſhamed, an utter deftitution of that 
hope which muſt beftead a Chriſtian. O ler 
us be ſure then, our confidence, our claimes to 
heaven improve not above their proportiog, 
that we preſerve this /ymmerry of the parts of 
grace; that our hope be but commenſurate to 
our ſincerity , our daringneſs to our daty. 
A double confidence there is, pro ſtatu, and 
Abſolute; pro ſtkatw, when upon urvey 
of my preſent conſtitution of ſoul , I claime 
right.in Chriſts promiſes for the preſent, and 
doubt not but I ſhall be bleſs*d, if I be found 
fo deing : Abſolate, when at the end of life, 
and /b»tting in of the day, I am able to make 
up my reckonings with S. Paul, I have fought 
a good fight, I have finiſhed my courſe, 1 
have kept the faith, henceforth there « laid up 
for me a crown of righteouſneſs, a crown of 
felicity. I have done what Ihad to do, and 
now aormy emxerre there 1s nothing behind, 
bur to receive my pay. 

I haye been too long upon the gexeral conſi- 
deration of the connexion between confidence 
and duty, if it were an extravagance, I hope 
*rwas a pardimable one ; I deſcend with ſpeed 
to the Upecteſc the connexion berwixt this 
confidence and this performance , claiming of - 
temporal plenty upon giving of almes, my 
laſt particular, And that 1 ſhall give you 


Clearly in this one propoſition; That almes- 
E 3 giving 
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giving or mercifulneſs was neyer the waſting 
or leſſening of any mans eſtate to himſelf ot 
his poſterity , bur rather the increafong of it. 
If I have delivered a new dofFrine, that will 
not preſently be beleeved, an wnnſqui/que non 
poreſt capere , ſuch as every auditor will »ot 
conſent to, I doubt not but there be plain rexts 
of Scripture, more than one, which will aflure 
any Chriſtian of the truth of it. Confider 
them at your leiſure, Pſal. 41. 1, 2. Pſal. 
I13. allto this purpoſe, Prov. 11,25. & 12.9+ + 
& 19.17. and 28. 27. Adde to theſe the 
words of Chriſt, Mar. 10. 30. which though 
more generally delivered of any kind of 
parting with poſſeſſions for Chrifts ſake, are 
Tom. -P* applied by S. Hierome to the words of Solomon, 
Sin Prov. 1s 24+ There ts that ſcattereth and yet 
increaſeth, quia centuplum ascipient in hoc 
rempore, becauſe, faith he, they receive an hun- 
ared fold in this world, And that no man may 
have any ſcruple to interpoſe , *cis ſet in as 
large, and comprehenſive a ſtyle, as the arr, 
or covetors , ſcrupulous wit of man could 
contrive for his own ſecarity, There « no 
man who ſhall not — 

All which being put together muſt (to my 
underſtanding ) make it as clear to any, that 
acknowledges theſe for Scripture, as if the 

Þ NA daughter of woice were come back 
into the world again, and God ſhould call w 
a man out of heaven by ame, bid him re- 
leeve that poor man, and he ſhould neyer be 
the poorer for it. *Tis not now to be expeRed 
of m* in conſcience having produced thes kind 
of proof, the expreſs texts of Scripture, to 
adde any ſecond to it, I might elſe farther 

evidence 
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evidence it from examples, not ſuch as oſ- 
chus's xepwyderoy Will furniſh you with, for I 
know not of what axthority they are; nor 
yer from S. Hieromes obſervation, who is ſaid 
to haye turned over hiſtories on purpoſe, and 
never found ahy merciful many, Which mer 
not With ſome fignal bleſſing in this world, 
as the reward * that virrae ; bur even by 
appealing to your ſelves, and challenging any 
man here preſent to bring but one -inttance 
of a prudent almes-giver, that hath yearly or 
weekly conſecrated ſome conſiderable part of 
his revexue or increaſe to that uſe, and can 
ſay that ever he found any real miſs of that, 
any more than of the blood let outin a plen- © - 
rife, nay, if he have done it conſtantly, and 
ſincerely from the one true principle, compli- 
ance with the command and example of Ged, 
let him ſpeak his conſcience, if he do not 
think, that all the reſt hath thrived che beter 
for thar, as Phlebotomie hath ſaved many 
mens /ives, letting out ſome ownces of blood 
been the ſecuring of the whole maſs, that ir 
hath had a /ecrer, bleſſing influence, a vital, 
auſpicious infetion upon the remainder , by 
this are of conſecrating our eftates, intitling 
God tothe fence, and ſafeguard of them, as 
of his temples, and altars, that theeves, and 
oppreſſors, and devils, conceive a reverence 
due to them, and a kind of ſacrilege to ap- 
proach, or purloyne from them , as they thac 
put the crown into their intaile, do thereby 
{cure it to the right heir, that it can never be 
cur off. The poor widow of Sarepra, what a 
ſtrange trial made ſhe of this truch 2 When 
the laſt of her ſtore was fetch'd out ro make 
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the ſwncral feaſt for her ſelf and family, that 
they might eat and dy, that very laſt cake , 
thac al that was left, ſhe gives to Elijah 
in _ his diſtreſs, and this is ſo farre from 
r#ining her , that ir brought a bleſſing on 
her barrel and her cruſe, that ſhe and all hers 
were not able 10 exhanſt; 1 might acde the 
poor widow inthe Goſpel, that, if we may be- 
leeve Chriſt, caſt in all that ſhe had into the 
Corban, even her whole ſubſtance ; the Chriſti- 
ans, that fold all and laid it at the Apoſtles 
feet, ahd yet we never read of any of theſe, 
that brought himſelf to diſtreſs by this 
means. But theſe are ex abandavti, more than 
1s required for the vouching of my preſent 
propoſition, and of a higher ſtrain, than what 
I defion for your imitation, 

'Tis time that I begin to retire, and wind 
up with ſome application, which you cannor 
imagine ſhould be any other, ater all this 
preparation, but a Go and ao thou likewiſe, 
And if you can but beleeve this one thing, 
that I haye brought many witneſſes from heaven 
to zeſtifie, that your goodneſs ſhall not impaire 
your plenty , that your ſtore ſhall never be 
le(ſſened- by ſo giving, 1 doubt not but you 
will be as forward to go, as any man to have 
you. The onely hold-back is the affetion and 
paſſionate love , that we bear to our wealth, 
that «ft, or ſenſuality of the eye, as the 
Apoſtle cals ir. *Tis ordinarily obſeryed of 
young men and aiſſolnte, that they haye many 
times a great aptneſs and ingenicu/neſs and 
withall patience to any ſpeculative know- 
ledge, the Mathematichs, or any ſuch the 
abltruſet ſtudies, but for moral precepes, 
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rules of good life, they will not be digeſted; 
And, my brethren, give me leave to tell you 
in the /piric of meebneſr, that the like, in 
another reſpeR, is obſerved of this auditory, 
any thing wherein their wealth is not concer- 
ned, is moſt readily entertained, none more 
attentive, ingenious auditors ; but when theix 
profit is intrenchd on, their beloved golden 
sdol (of which I may fay with Moſer, O this 
people have committed a preat fin, made them 
Goar of gold ) when this, I ſay, begins to be 
in danger, as the ſilver ſhrines at S. Pauls 
preaching, A#, 19. then, as it followes in 
that place, the whole city is filed with con- 
Fuſion : like that young man in the Goſpe', 
that would do any thing that Chri# would 
require, Good Maſter, what (hall 1 do to in- . 
herit eternal life ! So far as that Jeſws loved 
him, when he beheld him; Yet when Chriſt 
proceeds to.the iy ont urge , one thing i wan- 
ting to thee, go ſell,give to the poor,then followes 
the gydas , and auriuvEr, he went away 
ſad and ſorrowful, ſighing and gone, as if 
he had been to part with 5/004 and bowels ; 
And this is the ground of Chriſts moſt con- 
fiderable obſeryation, 7s JSYoxonoy how hard 
(and mos ad\yvaroy how impoſſible) i it for A 
rich man to enter the Kingdome of heaven, 
for a worldly minded man to be a Chriſtian ? 
Could you but reduce into order this one 
mighty exorbitant humour, purge out this 
N00) © mnzia;, as S. Peter calls it, this over- 
flowing of the gall, this choler and bitterneſs, 
that lyes c4k'4 upon the ſoul, that ovvJecuos 
&12izty as he goes on, in the aggravating of 
coveronſneſs, we Engliſh it, band of sniquity, 
yo E 4 but 
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